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Fiﬁt Presbyterian

History.Compiled,_
Of ‘Harvest Home’'

INTRODUCTION

In 1877, the Andover Presby-
terlan Church initiated a program
which turned into a tradition that
lasted for 75 continuous years
with the name “Harvest Home”
be_irng given to the annual event in
1879.

“Harvest Home’’ was originally

initiated as a feast—of.the_harvest

when corn, potatoes and all of the
vegetables of the harvest could be
utitized. However, throughout the

. years, the dates and menus were

changed as the times changed.
The seventhy-fifth = and final
“Harvest Home” was hed in 185)
with the Presbyterian Church los
ing its regular pastor the followiug
year and the supply minister that
served in the interim until a full-
time pastor could be selecced fail-

ed to furnish the necessary
“spark” to keep. the tradition
alive

In the fall of 1975 as plans were

. teing drawn up for Andover’s, par:

in the Bi-Centennial Celebrutior
for 1976 and an application fur the
Designation of Andover as a Bi
Centennial Community was oeing
ider it was suggested to
investigate the possibility of a
revival of the traditional “Harvest
Home”, .

At a meeting of the United Pres.
byterian Women on-Feb: 10, 1476
a letter was read from Chamber
of—Commerce President Rosemar)
Burger inquiring into the possi
bility of the Presbyterian Church
reviving their former “Harvest
Home"”. The subject was_discuss:
ed »nd the members voted to hold
a Turkey Dinner on Sunday, Oc¢
tober 10, 1976 that would consist
of two servings, one at 12:30 &nd
one at 1:30 by advance sale of
tickets and reservations ouly at
$3.50 per ticket.

Following the dinner, a free
program will be held at 3 p. m
with former Pastor Rev. Alhert
Rogers of Alfred accepting the
invitation to be the main Speaker.
Richard Wittie, local Photographel
has also consented to show colored
slides of many scenes from the
past History of Andover that he
compiled at the time of Andover’s
Sesqui-Centennial, and has_added
to since that time. Severa: musi:
cal selections will round out the
program. )

This “Harvest Home’ program
was added to the Annual Maple
Festival by the Andover ILions
Club. and the Annual 4th of July
Celebration by the :Fourth of July
Committee, and in due time, _And-
over received its Official Designa
tion as a Bi-Centennial Commun:
ity.

ySi‘nce many new families have
settled in Andover since 1851 who
are not aware of the ‘“Harvest
Home” tradition, News Editos
“Red” Allen requesbed Margaret
Wood, President of the United
Presbyterian Women, to compile a
history of this tradition which will
appear in The Andover News
starting with this issue. .

The following is a Chronologica!
History compiled by Margaret
Wood taken from the Files of The
Andover News as well as otier
sources of information that wers
made available to her which took
manv hours of research.

History — as it was recorded!

The Rev. A. C. Titus came lo
Andover from Trenton, N. J., in
October, 1876 and in 1877 was the
instigator of a church pienic at
which they had a roast pork din-
ner which was very successful.

In 1878, the next year, Fhey ‘re-
peated the picnle and invited the
Band from Ulysses, Pa., to comé
over and furnish music for the
affair, The Band camec over in a
«“Band-Wagon"”, stopping off at
Ben Conley's place to decorate the
wagon and put out the Flags after
the 20 mile trip and before they
toured the Village for their play.
ing engagement,

In 1879, the third year, a
Chicken Dinner was put on in
Baker's Grove. and it was then
numed '‘Harvest Home'. It was
held in early September, the ides
belng to have a “feast of the har

vest” when they might use corn,
potatoes, and all the vegetables
of the harvest. .

Later on, when the County Fairs

came into ‘‘vogue”, the date was

moved ahead until it reached a
date around August 15th so taat
it wouldn't conflict with any of
the Fairs.

It fell upon Newell Baker, the
late Michael Folsing, and othel
men to draw the large milk cans
of water and , as well as wood
for the stoves for the preparation
of the meal. TLater on, gas and
water lines were laid up to the
Grove which put an end to these
chores. -~ .- .

On Septembér 12, 18083, the
event was held in the Prest Opera
House beeause of rainy weather
with a good attendance in spite of
the unfavorable weather. The Rev,
W. G. White of Cuba gave a very
joteresting talk on the World's
Fair. He was followed by Rev
G. W. Gibson and Jesse S. Phillips
who gave a very inberesting taik
to the audience as he always did,
The day netted the Church a profit
of $86 with music furnished by the
“Cornet Band” and the Enterpe
Club composed of eight Andovel
young men. The “Enterpe Club’
was a Musical Organization com-
posed of the following members:
Thomas Regan, Earl Richardson,
Arthur and Frank Burrows. Miles
Hr:rick. William, James an¢ John
Cannon.

The 18th Harvest Home was
held on August 23, 1894 at the
Maple Grove, with Hon. Fred
Rnbbins of Angelica. member of

~the -Assembly-from the-County. as.

main speaker. Other speakers
were Rev. D. A, Blake of Bilment
and F. C. White of Whitesville.
with the Andover Coronet Band
furnishing the musie.

Oon August 28, 1901, the Presby
ter:.n Church, under the super-
vision of Rev. G. M. Janes, ob-
sc'ved the 25th Anniversary of the
Harvest Home. The Rev. A, C
Titus of Trenton, N. J.. the found-
er of Harwvest Home. delivered the
address. The Baker Brothers Band
furnished the music of which the
oidest member was 30 years old,
and the youngest was 7 years old
-~ all from the family of Neweld
Baker,

In 1904, Hon. James T. Rogers
addressed the 28th Annual Harvest
Hume selecting the topic of “Our
Duty and Our Destiny” for his
speech,

In 1906, 550 dinners were served
at the annual event. For severai
vears, homemade Ice Cream was
one of the main attractions, with
the women of the Church making
the custard the day before aand oy
the day of the event the men
woulG go to tiie Church early and
turn the old-fashioned hand
cranks to freeze it for them. Thenr
the youth group of the Church
wouid seil it for five cents a large
dish.

An interesting point in the his
tory is the fact tnat the chicxens
were not purchased but were don-
ated by local farmers — both
Catholics as well as Protestants
The chickens were brought homs
by the men of the Church and
killed and dressed for the women
to prepare the chicken pies.

The Harvest Home was a time
for home-coming for all former
friends ¢f the Church and Com:
munity with the local stores and
banks closing during the festivit-
jes. local farmers wcnld alsc
plan their work ahead so that they
could attend.

One Harvest Home of imporf-
anee was in the World War I veat
of 1918 when the entire proceeds
of the dinner was donated to the
Red Cross with over 1,088 dinners
heing served. -

The Harvest Home was held in
the Maple Grove thru 1919 but!
then in 1920 a cyclone destroyed
most of the Grove so a tent was
purchased and the site of the an
nual event was moved tc the Pres-
byterian Church Grounds,

In 1923, 400 dinners were served
at the 47th Annual Harvest Home

The 50th Harvest Home was held
on the ‘Church Lawn, August 21
1928. The attendance and receipts
of the day was the next to the
largest of any of the orecedin:
vears with the event shewing a ne!
profit of over $240.

The program that year was a un.
tque change and in harmonv with
the 50th Anniversary, consisting

of a pageant with tableaux and
_a&(liresses appropriate to each per
i0d. B -

The entertainment was intro:
duced by the Chairman cof the Har
vest Home and Church Organist
Mrs. Margaret Baker, who then
piayed a selection on the Church
Pipe Organ, Then the orchestra
composed of Mr. and Mrs. Archi¢
Lloss, C. C. Backus, and Miss Alice
Rogers rendered several musica’
sciections,

Members taking part in  the
Tableaux were Margaret Folsing
Ruby Robinsen, B. S, Brundage
Bernadine Hann, Naomi Stickler
Katherine O‘Donnell,

Holmes, Ruth Slocum, and Flor
nece Mulholland, A. D. Fuller,
C. H. Watson, and Rev. F. A, Has
sold were the principal speakers.

The 51st Harvest Home was
again held on the Church Grounds
with the newly organized 60 piecw
“Boys Band” playing musical sel-
ections during the dinncr. Five
more tickes were sold than the
vear before and J. W. McGoverp
was the main speaker.

For the 58th Harvest Home iv
1934, the music was ¥
the American Legion Band, Among
the speakers for the program were
Harold Hardy, Mrs. Anna Betzner
Sission, and J. Knox Miller, A
long list of munisters and elders
who served the Church since the
beginning of the annual event
then made a few remarks, Rev.
H. D. Bacon, a former pastor, alse
gave a short talk. The audience
then rose for a moment’s silence
in memory and tribute for Rev
F. H. Bisbee who had recently
nassed away. Prof. Franklin Can-
non of New York City. then played
a few musical selection on the
Church pipe organ. Mr. Arling
Baker served as chairman of the
Annual Harvest Home for 20 years
from 1915 until 1935.

The 60th Harvest Hume war
held on August 20. 1336 with Mrs
Sara Harder and Mrs. Ila Snyder
as co-chairmen. Tho Andovel
American Legion Band plaved
niusical selectiéns during the din-
ner hour. Rev. Eric Clithers, 2
friend of Pastor R. E. Drensfield
was speaker and told of his travels
in Kurope for three years where
ne had recently returned froin

In 1944, the Harvest Home Cele-
bration was cancelled due to the
Polio Epedemic scare, with fam-
ilies making a donation to th
Church instead.

At the 70th Harvest Home in
1946, a Turkey-Dinner was served
t. 213 people,

Iy 1947, a “Turkey Dinner was
served to 51 people with Helen
Boyd and Gertrude Kupp scrving
as co-chairmen.

On August 19, 1948. a Chicken
Pie Dinner was served to 219
prople at the 72nd Annual Harvest
Home with Gertrude Kupp and
Betty Bostwick as co-chairmcen
The Anodver Town Band plaved
during the meal and Phyilis
Temple rendered a vocal solo. The
Rev. S. R. McKinstrey was the

. speaker with Rev. Albert Rogzers

also giving a fine talk. Price of
the dinner that year was $1.25.

The 73rd Harvest Home wa-
held on August 18, 1949, with 200
people being served dinner. A
musica: program was presengd
under the directionship of Audrey
Baker.

On July 20, 19850, at the 74th
Harvest Home, a 5 p. m. Chicken
Dinner was served to 194 persons
insiead of at noon as it was felt
that working people would nof be
able to attend dinner at 12.

The 75th Harvest Hume f(and
last onc to date) saw a Fried
Chicken Dinner served to 234
neople at 5 p. m.. on July 26, 1951,
The Andover Town Band played
musical selections during the din
ner hour and Rev. O. B. Hill was
the guest speaker. Dorothy Gross-
man and Hazel Barlow were co-
chairmen of which turned out to
be *he final chapter of a 75-year
tradition. And, who knows, per-
haps the Bi-Oentennial revival of
thic tradition may give it enough
impetus to survive for another 75
vears,

Attention Lions ! !

There will be a ‘Board of Direc-
tors Meeting Monday, August 9th
at 7:30 p. m.. at the Catholic Hall

Lion Presiden*, Donald Btker

Alvin W. Edwards

Alvin W. Edwards of Sinclair,
Wyoming, died Tuesday, July 27.
1976 at his home after-a Lrief ill-
ness,

He :was born May 10, 1913, in
Greenwood, N. Y., the son of Wal-
ber P. and Clara Edwards. He
married the former Mildred Dod-
son, who died in 1963. He later
married the former Jcan Jones,
who survives,

Mr. Edwards was an operator
for the former Sinclair Refining
Company in Wellsville, N. Y. .

Surviving, imr additlon to his
widow, ame a sonm, Theodore D
Edwards and a daughter, Mrs,
James (Patricia) Reisman, both of
the Town of Willing, N. Y,; six
grandchildrenr two brothers, Na-
than Edwards of Dansville, N, Y.,
and Donald Edwards of Andover

. Y., six sisters, Mrs. Angie
Wiiliamson of Florida, Mrs, Alice
Knowles of Wellsville, Mrs. Ella
Albert of Orlando, Florida, Mrs,
Fiorence Pfaff of Arkport, N. Y.
Mrs. Anna Willington of Hornell,
N. Y., and Mrs. Cecelia Lewison of
Seattle, Washington: and several
nieces and nephews.

Friends were received at the
Ewrbser Funeral Home, Wellsville,
Friday. Funeral services werr
hed at the funeral home Saturday
July 31, 1976 at 11:00 a. m. Bur-
ial was in Valley Brook Cemetery.
Andover.

Andover Stumme
Playground

The summer is swifily passing
bv. so swiftly that theore wasn’t
time to write an article iast wock
We had ‘he most fontastie trip ir
the history of ths Plsveround. We
went to the Genesee Covntry
Mucaym. in Mumford. N. Y. Des
pite the rain the chiliren were
spellbound by the 18 Century
Villoge. The first thing wce not
jced was a carriage step and to
our amazement sa®w printed in it
“Vi=de in 1879 by A ODonnell
Andover. N. Y. | 1t wis quite a
dav enjoyed by cvorvone

Tre Staff wishes to thank eves
arre for donatine odds and ends te
the Playground. The respouse
was overwhelming and now we
b ve a shortage of svace to store
the ‘tems. W~ aporeciate all vou
have donated and now have enough
things for Crafts all summer.

We received sunplies last week
from Allegany Co., this has helped
~  immensely,

On Thursdavy  Auvust 12, the
Plavground will go *» the State
Tumber Museum located on Rt
6 between Goloton and Couder
sport. A BEmit of forty will be
allowed to go. Please pick-ur
permission <lins at shed.

Next Tuesday. \ugust 100 wili
be the Playground’s first annual
“Clean-Up Day”  Consult Play
gronnd bulletin for more detaiic

The Playground wizhes to thank
Mr. FElmo Barden f«r the new bul-
1+in heards he has made us and
aso the sawhorses. They werc
hnth very badly needed.

Friday., August 13, will be ou
third annual Playground Swim
Meet. All grades are encouraged.1n
participate in this afternoon of
competition and fun.

Ple~se read the sehedules avail
able at the shed fos more detailed
list of the week's cvints.

Calling All Kids ! !

On Tuesday. August 10. the
Playground will sponsor the First
Annual Playground ‘‘Clean-Up
Day”. We will meet at the. i'lay-
ground Shed at 9 A. M., and. or
ganize into groups. A€ 9:30 A. M
we will have a tree planting cere-
mony behind the shed at which
me we will piant our owa pine
free. The rest of the morning
groups will cleai-up the papers
and cans around town, clean-up the
Library lawn, ILegion Park and
possiblv - plant  flowers on the
“Island™.

This is yout Town, let's ai!l pitch
in and show Andover how proud
hy should be of their youth
Brings rakes brooms. gloves for
hands. and lots of ambition and
enthusiasm. For further informa
t.on contact the Playground Staff

James H. Kessler is a patient
in the Jones Memorial Hospital,
admitted Sunday, suffering from
a fractured wrist and hip, sustain-
ed in a fall, Sunday.

Mrs, Paul McCormick Sr,, un-
derwent major surgery, Monday at
the St. James Mercy Hospital.

Michael Dodge is a patient in
the St. James Mercy Hospital,

Mrs, Camilla Harris, a medical
patient in the St. James Mercy
Hospital, Hornell, has been dis-
charged.

Mrs. Charles Caple is a medical
pateint in the St. James Merey
Hospital,

Mrs, Sylvester Pelton has been
discharged from the St. James
Mercy Hospital and is convalescing
at her-home.

Olyde Neu, a patient in the
Jones Memorial Hospital, has been
discharged,

Rebecca Slawson,.a surgreal pa-
tient in Children’s Hospita!, Buf-
falo, returned home, Monday.

New Arrivals

Mr. and Mrs. Duane Cook uf
Water Street, are parents cf a
daughter. Heidi Lyn, born Friday,
July 16, 1976 at the St. James
Mercy Hospital. Hornell, N. Y.
Mr. and Mrs. George Grown are
the maternai grandparents and Mr.
«nd Mrs. Gussie O)'Deil aie the
maternal great-grandpavea's

Greenwood Bicentennial
Vesper Service In
Word And Song

The 'Community of  Greeawood
will initiate its observance of the
Bicentennial of our Nation with a
Community-wiae Vesper Scrviee
ol Patriotic and Sacred Muasic this
Sundday, Auzust 8th. at 800 F M

The service being spousorcd by
the Churches of the Community
and Bicentenuial Committee will
be neld at the Gieenwooi United
Methodist Church. There will be
several Iustrumental and vocal
musical selections, scripture and a
brief message.

The committee making airvanyge
ments for the service is Mrs. June
Rollins, Rev. Rav Albaugh and
Rev. Carol Bassett., Evervone of
the community and surrcunding
area is invited to attend.

.
Notice!

If there are any new families in
the Andover School District who
have not registered their children
(pre-school or in school) with the
school office, will you plcase call
478-8491 or stop in at the school
office as soon as possihle.

Golden Ag.t; Club News

The Golden Age Club wiil meer
at the Grange Hall, Monday. Au-
gust 9th.

Committee will be Hazel Barlow.
Ruth Connors and Hazel Callaghan
Cake will be furnished by the
Committee. .

Hope to see evervone ot

Grange News

- No. 1098

Andover Grange will meet at
the Grange Hall. Wedne-day night
at 8 o‘clock on August 11, They
will have a business meeting and
clection of officers. so let's have
a good turn out.

Mrs. Winifred Perkins, Lect.

Rescue Sauad Report For
The Month of July

The Andover Rescue Squad re
port for the month of July shows
that Ambulance 2-A-9 made 6
runs for a total of 24 man hours
nd 307 miles.

Ambulance 2-A-17 made 8 runs
with 38 man hours and 596 miies,
Respectfull <1bmitted
Jam~s R. Hau<h, Capuain
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