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SPRAY, YOU SAY? An Editorial

A warning is going out to gardeners across Amer- )

ica as they prepare for thelr annual war on the insect
world.

Make sure vour msectwnde sprayguns don’t back-
fire and remove YOU instead of the, bugs and worms
from your garden.

There are at least 45,000 ppsuclde products to

m can aiso h

handled improperly. Care miist be taken in adxmms—
tering even the mlldeet of insecticides, the safetyex-
perts say.
The firsl xecommended step toward safe use of
vt;mdes is Lo read-the label to make sure you aic
buvmg the right product for the task you want to ac»
cotplish. Also note the degree of danger in using
substance. Poisons generally come in
toxicity, which under Federal Law must be elearly in-
dicated on-the label.- The four classifications are:

1. Highly toxic - - labeled as DANGER-POISON

accompanied by a skull and crossbones. Recommend.

ed antidotes are inciuded along with instructions to ca]l
a physician 1mmedlate13 if swallowed and to “keep out
of reach of children.” /

. 2. Moderately toxic — bearing the word WARN
ING on the label but with no antidote statement. The
admonition to keep out of the reach of children i¢
included.

3. Low order of toxicity — this calls for the. word
CAUTION, with no antidote statement but a wammg
to keep out of the reach-of children. - - .

4. Comparatively free from danger — No Warn-
" ing, caution or antidote statement is required but “keep
out of the reach of children must be included. Any
unqualified claim of safety is not aceeptable 40 ‘the
Federal government.

Once you are ready to fire away with an msect—
icide, follow the instructions to the letter, using only
the amount recommended in-the manner stipulated.
The US.A Department of Agriculture warns that.an
overdosage is wasteful; it will not kill any more 1nsect&
and it can harm plants . -

The National Safety Councﬂ suggests that both
user and family should be aware of first aid measures
called for in an insecticide.aceident. It also recom-
mends emptying and flushing sprayers after each us,
returning leftovers to their original containers, - .

The Federal Environmental Protection Agency
says pesticides should never be poured down the sink
or into a toilet bowl, for they can interfere with the op-
eration of septic tanks or pollute waterways.’

Combined’s safety experts’ set forth these’ addit-
ional recomend‘atmns

— Dilute or mix sprays outdoors or in well-ven-
tilated plaees, keeping your face averted When open-
ing the container.

— Never use your' mouth o blow out clogged lines,
nozzle tips or siphons or sprays. A e -

-— Do not smoke while using pesticides and
not to inhale mists or du%'t’s Nevergsg)ra into the mtgy
If you get insecticides in your eyes, flushi them with
water for 15 minutes and then see a doctor.-

— Avoid eontaminating streams, lakes. or
Do not apply pesticides whi bees Afd other-

ing insects are visiting plant¥. . Sta
and bird nests. gp y clear of —Squin'el

—_ Wea Otgroteetwe cIothmg Remove maecticide-

onds

~ames L

spattered clothing at once -and bathe theroughly with
soap and water. Wash face and hands 'uéing

— And, Happy Hunting!
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