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 VALEDICTORY

by Cindy L. Préston
GOING FORWARD,
LOOKING BACKWARD

Tonight, ‘we, the Class of 1970
at Andover Central School, are -to-
gether on this stage. in this audi-
torium and in this school for the
last time as an entire group. We
will never again be as close in
body or in spirit as we are now.
We are a group of young adults
with a common background facing
a wide and varled future.

We each have mixed emotions
about our future and we all have
different goals. Some of us will

on to further our edueation at
college. Others will seek their fu-
tures in areas other than the insti-
ltions of higher education. These
are the graduates who will prob-
ably not face the college situatior
and will not be involved in violent
protests. But the rest of us. we
who desire the advantages of high-
er education and increased know-
ledge, what will happen to us?

.we will miss

now that we may -safely say that .
n Andover . Central

School, though some of us may not
realize it until September when

-all our friends return to school

without us. We will soon realize
that life will go on in Andover
without our presence.

We cannot. forget, however, the
good times we have had here. We
have grown up here and we are in-
debted deeply to all those who took
us by the hand and showed us to
the door eof the Kindergarten room
thirteen years ago and fo those
who again have taken us by the
hand an have shown us the way to
the big front door which opens to
the outside where the sun is shin-
ing and the world awaits. We
have, until now, watched the prob-
lems of the world from a safe dis-
tance but now we must go out and

ace ETr c . a-ou O
guideline to the future is the past
the bumpy road over which we
have already travelled. We hope
that as we have had companions
in our previous travels. neither
shall we have to make this joufniéy”
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college campuses. We will face
controversy between our ideas and
the ideas of others. We will broad-
«n our minds and gain new friends:
at the same time losing some old
ones. Our entire personalities may
change. We will develop complete-
ty the beliefs and ideas which have
»een mstilled in our minds since
we were five years old. facing our
first day at school

What have we learned oslhce
then” We have learned not only
reading writing and arithmetic,
dut we have learued the true value
of human rtelationships. net only
within our own age group, but
among both young and old. We
bave learned that age is not the

important guideline in choosing
friends and companions It is the
individual himself who must be

dealt with  And as> we go forth,
we axk that we may be treated as
mwdnideals wnd that we may not
be Judged 6y the actions of others
e odt age sioup We ark lhat we

ne. - +ach Do evaivated separately
by twse ctuend un We want to
be Judzed Ly twoe. aco amplich
e ats whicn v andi ddually bace
made not b oo accomplishments
of ivone ol 1o the cntlie world

Ao have leancd the hmportance

ol BOud sporistnanship and the cap
abibitie: and achievenents ot the
buman race on the planetl Eacth
We have recelved the bendfits of
an cducation in the culture of the
world  We have experimented not
only with chericals but with music
and art  We have learned the def
mitlon of beauty of Goud and of
the: equality of HlI'mea 1t 15 thesa
pelw-f< which will gron and flour
ish in our miods as we go vur sep
aratc wavs next year

But  pechaps  in rcallly e
greatest conflict will face and
do now face is tne counflict within
oursely s Shall we change our
muri[ values to nweet the cffaning
tens-"  Shall we  believe  what
ever: oue else seems to believe? Or
sha' we choose tn reep those be.
tiefs which we hwve heen tag.h?
by our tachers. not only in
put in all plases of our lites 1
envyonpmerts” If  we do keep
the ¢ values. should be openly ex-

we

It is, pehraps, difficult for our
predecessors and our younger
friends to understand what we feel
and think tonight on this stage.
You who have gone before us have
experienced the same moments
which we now experience but you
have probably forgotten how
strange and frightening it really
is. And you who have yet to ex-
perlence this cannot possibly un-
derstand because you have not
reached this moment in your lives
It is only in the past year that we
ourselves _have come to under-
stand the meaning of -graduatiosn
from high school. .

We want to be remembered We
want to leave our mark in this
school. something to signify that
we have been here. and we sin-
cerely wish to make an houest and
grateful tribute to those remaining
behind., It is our hope that they
will catry on all the school tiadit
fons as we have done

Wo teel a great tcopoct and
seatilede toward Mr Kesstes  but
Yo oanust wdmit that inese fe- tags
nut alwass been wichla us
They have only recently ceplaced
our td recdings of fear and mnis
undesstanding teward  ham But
althvugh we cach have ouc own
individual n.cnmworics of AMr Kes
sler we ai¢ highly indebied t., him
because he is responsible tor the
principles and values upon which
the day to dav  administration of
our school is based

hav e

We have been taught to behave
I'he rules were strict and we ac
quired a great respect tor our
school aund all those within its
walls  We teel closer to this sctool
and {1, students and teachers than
we have ever fell before

We wanl to be successiul 3“.1 we
reallee that success is ninety-per-
cent altitude We want to develop
a true understanding of everything
that happens around us  However
we also want to be understood
We want the generations which
follow us to be understanding. We
<incerely hppe that their feelings

. h H16eF 1eed
will be the same as ours when they
reach the point upon which we
now stand We want them to ex-
perience the same happiness we

SALUTATORY

by Deborah Baker
TOMORROW

Reverend Clergy, Members of
the Board, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Kes-
sler, Teachers, Parents and
Friends: =

We stand before you tonight on
the brink of something great —
graduation to be sure, but this is
something more. What makes to-
night different from all other
nights? No one of us really redls
jzes yet what is happening to us.
but the essence of tonight is this
— tonight marks the beginning —
the beginning of a new life, our
future,

Future is a long time to think
about. To think that by the time
we are seventy, more than fifty
av pa e Oon
night and most likely we will have
many more to live. Are we ready
to take on the responsibility of the
future. We HAVE to be, for to-
night we have passed the time
when we were dependent upon our

own lives, independent and pro-
ductive lives that we tan be proud
of. For what is life if you your-
self cannot respect it? 1 look on
tomorrow perhaps idealistically
but nonetheless with hope and
longing. No matter what great sor-
rows and troubles we have now
time will heal the hurt and pain
Memuories remain but then
memories are beautiful things to
have for they take you to another
time and place when the present 1s
too much to bear. -

I look back over the past thir-
teen years that I have known most
of the people that you see behind
me and realize how lucky 1 have
been to have known them. They
all mean something special to me,
even the ones with whom I mar

have differed at times. My life is
fulle heconee of them  What will
their  tomorrows bring” 1 can't

wall (o have a cluss reunion about

twenwy tive yesrs from now  and
see what everyone is dolng  Their
futures vill Le what they naake of

them  We van all wish them well
but the finad choice of lives will be
thewr’s 1 can’t pick the right life
for amny onhe of them anv :nore than
they coald for me You. their par-
ents and friends can help them. but

please  don’t push them into any-
thing l.eave the decision up to
them encourage them when

needed and let them know that
yvou are behind them in whalever
they choose.

The going will be haird for awhile
for my eclass (Qur generation has
gotten the reputation of being re-
bellious and undisciplined. caring
nothing for the values and tradit-
ions of our parents Quite the con-
trarv I think tradition is some-
thing that should be valued and
kept for the most part anyway

the library.

We must admit that we have not
enjoyed every minute of it but it
is a part of our lives we can never
forget. We can no longer be child-
ren but the memories of our child-
hood and of our friends back home
will forever be within our mind-
and hearts

But I can’t judge my generation be-
cause I cannot see it from a crit-
jcal point of view. 1 see their
grievances and know that many
of them are right, but is it my
place to take part? You learn
much more by being on the side of
neutrality. . :

" Tomorrow holds so much for
those who seek it. The day WILL
return when having a creative
mind means more than having
two cars and a new house. We
are already seeing some traces of
this, in the form of rebellion, but
still they. are, there. There are
some here who will still have
beautiful minds that stay always
young when all others are old and
long forgotten. The mind that is
open and constantly searching for
new things in life is the one that
lives long after death.

God gave to man. No one can
control your imagination. Right
now if I wanted I could imagine
that I were in a grassy field some-
where with the sun hot on my face
— no troubles burdened my mind.
life was. heautiful and lovely. All
of us have some secret dream that
is known to no one but ourselves.
That's the way it should be
there are some things that can’t
be shared with anyone. I should
think that everyone of us who is up
here tonight is imagining. wonder-
ing what the future will bring.
Some of you have probably form-
ed your own opinions about what
will happen to each of us and may-
be some of them will turn out te
be right. Yet no one has the
right to sit in judgment on us. to
condemn anvone of us for thinking
the way we do or for doing some of
the things that we have done.
Finding out for yourself is part
of growing up. a part of life that
is indispensable. That is why all
parents should let their children
have experiences that will enrich
their lives in some way — the ex-
nerience may not be a pleasant
one but then neither is life always
pleasant Parents. don‘t tell your
chitdren to do something or not to
do 1t ~itheut giving them a 1eason
1, ke telling a three vear old
not to teuch a  hot  stuve The
motner doesn’t say thot to teuch
it will cause a great deal or pain

- she doesn’t .lightly put the
child’s finger on a part of it So
the child dosen’t know for what

reason he is told not to touch the
stove and he touches it anyway
It’s the same with all ages. espec
iallv the age we are now in. 1
think that'most of you see what I'm
trying to say. It is simply this --
don’t denv life to vour children;
The hurts and disappointments are
just as much a part of growing up
as the iovs and happiness

And so, we sIt nerc tonight. not
vet aw .re of life or the world but
ready and eager to find out. Paint
a picture of colour: swirling, hazy
vibrant. That is us. for we toa
are colours; some swirling, some
hazy. some vibrant and full of life.
How we arrange these colours into
a composition that is thought ou$
and painstakingly put together is
the task now before us. We have
perhaps a few years to do this. If
not done by then we have failed
ourselves. That is the ultimate
failure. for you. as you know your-

self, are the most important thing
to--congider. Your life must res
volve around you — what it is that
you want and how to get it. There
will eventually be someone else
who enters your universe, but this
should only help to intensify the
feeling that self — satisfaction is
the.final goal.

And so I again ask the question:

“Why is tonight different from all

other nights? It is different be-

cause it marks the beginning of a

new life for each of us. Everyone

of us has a future, a tomorrow;

what we do with it is up to us.
Thank you

Student Council News

Do you have an odd job that yeu
would like to have done? Or, are
you new in town? You would like

o _hire 3 babysitter b jus
don’t know how to find one. s
here’s an opportunity you shouldn’t
pass up: This summer the And-
over Student Council is operating

_an *odd job” programi. . All you

have to do is call Eileen or Jeanne
Atwell, 478-4023 or Pam Critten~

. = —The rest 1s [eff up
to them. They will find someone
to do the job for you out of their
files. It's that easy. There will
be no need to call several boys or
girls before you find one who can
do the job. So, give it a try. It
couldn’t hurt.

Perfect Attendance List

End of Fourth Marking Period
June 19, 1970
GRADE 2 — Donald Freund,
Joseph Thomas. Denise Tomm,
Melvin Loring
GRADE 3 — Robert Cornell.

James McCormick
GRADE 4 — Cleon Densmeove,
Brenda Empson. George Milligan,
Cindv Angood. Brett Grossman
GRADE 5 — Christine Louns+
berry. Orville Perkins -
GRADE 6 Marcella Davia,
Robert Spencer. John Green
GRADE 7 Roy Allen Keilth
Yreeland. Linda Mulconery Craig
Dodge John Thomas

GRADE & Betty  Juchson
« had Grossman

GRADE 9 Connle  Baher
ttoger Godown N.oila Potte. Joyee
Rouse

GRADE 10 Jeanne  Atwell
James MacMichael

GRADE 11 -- Ronald Godown

GRADE 12 Candy Congelli,

John Fanton

Commercial Pruinting a-  The

News Printint House
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