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Valedictory

THE CHANGING -AMERICAN
CHARACTER

by Jeanne Anne Campbell

Members of the Board of Educa-
tion, Mr. Kessler, members of the
Faculty, honored guests, fellow
students, friends and relatives:

It is the trend in this genera-
tion, as it has been in others, to
look for and to demand individu-
ality in others. As students, we
have been told, from the first signs
of adolescence, to be ourselves, to
be ‘independent, to show personal
honesty, and to be of good char-
acter. A person with the sum
total of these factors could be con-
sidered an individual. Facing this
challenge is easier said than done.

David Reisman, an authority in
the field of social interpretaion,
tells us that we delude ourselves
if we really believe in our individ-
uality. We demand, and are com-

- manded to show personal respon-
sibility. Yet, our institutions and
culture make us conformists to
the extent that we as a peopie
allow it. For example, assump-
tiom disregards several facts: (1)

that the Corporation cannot de-
cide for itseif what is best in
business ventures, as evidenced

in a recent court decision to forbid’
inter-stockholding between Gen-
eral Motors and the DuPont Co.
(2) that the employees of Gener-
al Motors Corporation are not frea
to express views or to complete
openly for a higher position, but

Salutatory
THIS CHANGING WORLD
by James Noel Greene

Parents, faculty, Dr. Hersey,

Mr. Kessler, Board of Education,
friends and classmates; at this
time I would like to welcome you
on behalf of the class of 1963, to
this commemorative event. I
would also like to heartily thank
each of you, for it has been you,
our parents, our teachers, and our
friends who have prepared us for
this graduation tonight.
. Every man since the beginning of
time has lived in a changing world.
Today, this world is changing
much faster than ever before.
These changes ar especially evi-
dent in the political, social, and
scientific fields of our time.

Let us suppose - now that we
have three coins: one representing
the politic changes, one represent-
ing the social chamges, and one
representing the scientific changes.
As you know, all coins have two
sides.

First of all, let's look at the
coin representing | the political
changes both at homé and abroad.
South America and Latin America
used to be relatively mactive and
carefree in manner. When Cas-
tro came into power, however, a

This is only the begiﬁning of a
life-long relationship in which the
child, as an adult, faces everything
and everyone with a superficial

rapid change occurred. Castroism
challenged these countries. "It
challenged them to face the re-
sponsibilities and problems of a-so-
ciety in transition from the old
world to the mew. This challenge
has brought about a number of
politica] riots and 'revolutiqn! in

the -Southerm— here=td re-
cent years. Africa, too, has
changed in a period of a few

years, from a continent of semi-

primitive countries and colomies,"

to a continent of countries attemp-
ting to build and maintain jet-air-
ports, schools and responsible gov-
ernments. This rapid chamge pro-
duces countries that are frequent-
ly unpredictable and unstable. In
cur own ecountry, politics and Con-
stitutional interpretation have un-
dergone many subtle, but import-
ant, changes. The Supreme Court’s
decisions on resegregation, district
reapportionment, and school pray-
ers have reflected on many of
these changes. Election techni-
ques have changed too. Fifty years
ago a Presidential candidate told
the nation only his qualifications
and major policy he would under-
take if elected. Today the can-
didates have debates on television
concerning nearly all the policies
of the Federal government. Elec-
troniec computers are now able to
predict with great accuracy the
outome of an election after a frac-
tion of the votes in a district have
been received. Similar techniques
now enable. politicians to measure
public feelings on a given issue to
a remarkbale degree. Thus, this
coin has shown its two sides; and

time uses, such as digging canals
and harbors. For example, the
United States dug a hole 1200
feet it diameter, m the Nevada
desert with a nuclear bomb that
left .most of its radiation in the
ground. Of course, this develop+
ment of the nuclear bomb is juss
one example of the great scien-
tific. changes that occur everyday
in our modern world.

What effect do these changes
have on us? Actually, they ef-
fect us very much. This is largely
due to the great acceleration these’
changes have gone through in the
past few decades. The world is
somewhat like a box of matches in
the hands of a child. The child,
not knowing what he was doing,
could set fire to the whole box.
It is the same with the world. We
have the thought of a nuclear war
hanging over our heads. It is
frightening to thimk of what could
happen in the event of possibly
one mistake. We would be liter-
ally doomed. If not killed by the
blast and the, immediate fall-out
of nuclear bombs, we would have
to eat contaminated food and ’
drink contamimated milk and wat-
er the next year. Yes, it really is
frightening to think of this; so
we try to forget it. h

However, this is easier said then
d_one, for the thought of the pos-
sible- extermination of the human
race results in confusion, temsion,
and fear in each of us. Recent
tests with an Air Force biomea-
suring device have shown that a
Californian  driving home from ,
work on a busy freeway, may un-

_ wil] help create the fact.”

the pressures of modern society
amd end up in institutions as a re-
sult. .

Of ¢ , there are other fac-
tors causing this anxiety and-most
of them relate back to us, the
people. Therefore, it would seem
that our only- hope is our faith,
for vur faith in.Christ and Etern-,
al life must never change. We
must cling to our religion and
{aith in order to face all life’s un.
certaimties, whether they be po-
liticak social, or scientific. This
is expressed very well in these
lines by William James: “Be not
afraid of life. Believe that life
is worth living, and your belief
Thank
you.

—
NOTICE ,

The Summer Hours during the
months of July amd August for
the Offices in the Courthouse at
Belmont, New York, are from 9:00
A. M. to 4:00 P. M.

Card of Thanks

We would like to thank all for
the many acts of kindness shown
us during Harold’s illness and
death. :

Mrs. Harold Emery

Mr. and Mrs.. Donald.,Emery

and Fanlily

. Apprgciation
. We wish to express our apprec~
iation and thanks to our maay
friends who gave gifts, flowers
and- money and also.to the ladies

must conform to their unions’ affection. s i ¢
... .regulations and function as a  This child, upon_ becoming an Tepresenting the good changes, dergo more mervous strain than an  who assisted with the refresh-
legal enmity rcpresented Dy a adult, learns to  stage little Such & the—ecteet prediet astronaut .in-orhit._ Even more ta-at 845 ; S
and_the other the bad, such as striking, one out of every ten pnjversary Open House

small group of Wonists, corrupt

© or otherwise. Thix example excet-
lently shows us the strength of a
force striving to achieve unity
through conformity and to use con-
formity as a means toward the des
sired ultimatum.

strictions and reguiation
just or wroeag Hoany wa
however, wisi to pomnt ou
ficulty involved in achieving true
individuality and the dangers
a society uf conformists whv atlow
a select few to dictate every fad
and trend. The probiem of mass
copformity and a iack of individ-
uality is becommyg of increasing
importance in America, today.

In attacking the problem from
jts root, one might ask, “What
makes a person conform?” The

reply could be, “What is there to

discourage conformity?”  Aside
- from the desire to keep the danger-
ous weapon of eonformity from
“the hands of a few and to answer

a challenge, religious or personal,

there is very little. There are, in

gbntrast, many reasons for estab-
lishing the habit of doing what

“the gang is doing.” From in-

fancy, parents influence a child

by forming his habitual routime
and by making smail demands up-
on the neophyte or beginner.

Psychologists have long stressed
the importance of this period in
character and conscience develop-
ment. As a child develops and as-
sociates with others, the parents
again demand something of the
child. They démand that their
child be vastly ‘popular with other
children, regardless of any basic
personality conflicts. Already, the
parents have hegun to form the
child’s character, along the line
Pavid Reisman calls “Other direc-
ted” individualism,

#QOther Dirscted”’ is one man's
phgase for the child’s attitude to-
ward others, From an early age,
the child’s character, his method
of making others accept him with
little sacrifice of moral conscience,
i« & fixed pattern. The child is

niore comeerned with what others .

think of him than with what he is.
To plesee his parents, he must
give up part of ‘his individuality
in favor of comformity. The
guilty feeling that comes to the
child from a common but unex-
ressable personality conflict must
Ee suffered in silence. The desire
te ted) his feelings about others

truthfully and unhypocritically
at he sacrificed for his insat-
Y demandas.

Sable_parents and TRETF

plays™, takingthe teadparttnm=

Castroism’'s effect on the Southern

Americans has some sort of menta]

Mr. and Mrs. Cowles Whiting .

self. His every action is weighed )

for its effect. This person can Hemisphere. problem. One out of every twen- RS

“ery on que”, even though he Let us now look at the second ty has to have psychiatric help. Sell that articie through the

feels no real emotion. The re- coin; the coin concerning the so- Many people just cannot take all Classified Sectior.

tribution he receives for his play. cial changes of the world.  Al- : . )

acting is a lack of the ability to though our nation has made many — —_—
i S il Sl i

thing™, when it comes in life.
Why do you suppose Holivwoua
actors and actresses remarry so
oftern?  When they are paid to.ex-
press an emotion at every rehear-
sal, they lose the judgment nec-
essary to secure happiness off
stage. This is the vicious trap
which threatems to consume all
of us. -

When I use the pronoun, we, I
am not referring just to- those of
us present, this evening. This
problem must be shouldered by
every individual born, conceived
and yet-to-be-conceived in Amer-
ica. Americ’s society is rapfdly
beoming dominated by -this-‘“‘other
directed” or play-acting person..
People are beginning to believe,
and rightly so, that everything<an
be had with a gimmick. Iﬁn
effort- to crash society's doors,
people have been willing to give
up their individuality and *join
the flock™”. That is why there
are Jackie Kennedies on .every
other street corner in our nation,
today. Beware of the damger in
this! Nothing can be led astray
as easily as a group of conform-
ists with ome image in mind.

Those of us, on the stage this
evening, will soon have the re-
sponsibility of raising a family. I
challenge you not to say to your
children, “Ldok .at Susie Jones.
She’s the most popular girl in
school. Why can’t you be like
her?” Even though you don’t
know how Susie got her popular-
ity, your child may. In setting
anything except God in his. many
-forms, as an example, you are
helping a dangerous element ine
our society to power. You are
also trying to make your children
the image of your youth and your
ideal. This is the time to forgiva
a child for mot being like you or
your ideal. It is the time to vow
to uphold any individuality shown.
You will have a hand in the fash-
joning of the future Americanm
society.

For those present, who are fair-
Iy set in your ways, there is stilk
hope. David Reisman says that
individuhlity, as Americans see it,
{oday, is nom-existent. It can,’

or.

of existance, perhaps none i1s more
<ignificant than the fre¢ing of the
<laves. Negroes mow hold many
important jobs both in private en-
terprise and the government. Yet,
on the other side of our coin, we
find “the many people still do not
consider them as equals. The
older generations of Negroes tried
to win equality_ over a period of
many years, but the younger gen-
eration wants a more rapid change.
A good example of this is the race
riots in Burmingham, Alabama.
They set off fany demonstrations
through-out the " United States,
making, unfortumately, headlines
through-out the world. In South
Africa, the apartheid policy has
maintained strict separation of the
races. Indications are that this
policy will not change substantislly
in the near future. While South
Africa hopes.to solve her problem
by putting a partition between the
Europeans and Africans, this is
utterly impossible in the United
States. Therefore, the American
solution must inexorable rest on
the principle that wherever they
live, the Negroes and Whites must
form one community.

Now we come to our last coim;
the coin representing the scien.
tific changes of the world. Per-
haps the most forceful way to
show what tremendous strides
have been made scientifically iy
to discuss the development of the
nuclear bomb. On August 6, 1945
the United States dropped a bomb
on Hiroshima, Japan that was
equal in power to twice the
amount of T. N. T. dropped on
Hamburg, Germany, the year be-
fore, by 1000 bombers each carry-
ing ten tons of bombs. This was
the first atomic bomb used in war-
time and that one bomb killed
nearly 80,000 people. ‘A decade
ago the United States set off a
nuclear bomb 750 times as great
as the Hiroshima bomb. Last
year Primigr Krushchev announc-

ed that Russia had produced a 100

megation bomb. That’s a bomb
equal to 100 million tons of T.N.T.
and is five thousand times as pow-
erful as the Hiroshima bomb. Al-
though frightful destruction- could
be caused with these bombs, they
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64 ZENITHS
ARE HERE

SEE THEM AT

MULLEN'S T.V. SERVICE.

Dial: 478-3837

Gigantic Display
Tullar Field

'GENEVA

vs
WELLSVILLE

GAME TIME - 7:30 P. M.
Fireworks after the game!

Fireworks Admissien!

Fireworks

JULY FOURTH -

~ And Baseball

Your
Baseball Admission iz Your FREE

Children under 12 FREE
with parents

HS Students, Seniors and

under 26¢

wever, be ‘revivoﬂ by ‘chagging

Hean—ones

 _alsg have great potential peace-




