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RED CROSS DRIVE
STILL ON

ities in the DBritish Isles be au-
thorized to provide these services
at such cost as they deem appro-
priate, -
Sincerely yours,

Henry L. Stimson

- Seeretary of War
Gen. Eisenhower's Statement

The poliecy regarding such
charges was reiterated by Gen.
Dwight Eisenhower, Chief of
Staff, United States Army, in his
statement released to the press
on April 10, 1946:

“During the current Red Cross
fund campaign vast numbers of
patriotic Americans have respond-
ed generously to the cause. Al-
ready the majority of chapters
have reached or extended their

local goals. In some communities,

— — " ——
- - - -

- however, I understand the cam-
paign is lagging, and I am sur-
prised to learn that one of the
reasons given is that complaints
are being levelled at the organ-
ization’s overseas operation by

. returning servicemen. For the]

most part these criticisms have

" grown out of Red Cross policy of
making nominal charges to our
forces for food and lodgings in
fixed Red Cross installations
abroad. These complaints are
distressing to me since this pAar-
ticular Red Cross policy was
adopted at the request of the
Army, so as to insure an equit-
able distribution among all ser-
vice personnel of Red Cross re-
sources, |

“I know the Red Cross. I have
seen 1t in action. Overseas it
performed with the precision of
a well-trained army. It would
be a grave injustice to the
splendid work of the Red Cross
if its campaign should be re.-
tarded anywhere by mistaken

. .. . __criticisms. _

“In providing of pints of life
saving blood plasma, thousands
upon thousands of packages for
prisoners of war, in relaying

Sages regarding conditions at
home, bringing comfort and en-
tertainment "and cheer to hos-
pitals, leave areas and battle
fronts, the Red Cross accom-
plished a prodigious task In
Africa—in England, later on the
) \ Continent,-we learned how .much
it meant to find the companion-
ship, the friendliness, the - link

with home the Red Cross man-l'in the Pacific who lost all hig

money in g

aged to provide, _
“The services of the Red
Cross are as urgently needed to-
day by our occupation troops,
our men in hospitals, and = our
~ veterans as they. ever were by
our fighting forces in time of
war. The Red Cross needs and

deserves our continued support.” |

In this war it was recommend-
ed by the War Department that
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The Red

Cross will provide

trained personnel to manage,
supervise, and conduct the recrea-

the clubs,

tional programs carried on within

The organization will

also furnish refreshments with-

out cost

at  special entertain-

ment events,

“Red Cross Sold Blood Plazma.”

ANSWER: This could not have
happened, either during the war
or after surplus plasma was re-
turned to the Red Crosg by the

military.

During the war, the American
Red Cross part in the blood don-

countless heart-warming mes-|]ppts

Navy., It had no part in the
military distribution and use of
whole blood or plasma. These
products -were administered to
patients only by military medical
personnel—without charge. There.
fore, the Red Cross could not
have charged servicemen for it

An example of how one story

1S the case of a sallor

crap game and wrote

his father an urgent letter saying
that he needed $50 to pay for a

transfusion.

Overseas.”

t“lI Never Saw the Red Cross

ANSWER: This may be true in

tlr_xe sense that
did not have personal

with Red Cross workers. Tha Red

Red Cross make charges because
of the relatively high rate of pay
given to American servicemen,
which from the point of view of
our Allies compared unfavorabh-
ly to the pay of Allied soldiers
..and’ sailors. "This -was particu-
larly true in Gregat Britain where
there was the greatest con-
ceéntration of troops in the early
days of the war. British service-

men were required to Pay In their
clubs and tanteens,

In every case charges
below cost to

-€r0ss. The D

were
the American Red !

Cross ecould g0 only wh

mitted by the Army and N
and established ons

ere per-

its installatiqns

at the specific request of the
military authorities,
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