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The Soldier Who
Knew Lincoln 100

Years Old Monday

‘By Hubert . Bliss - PR U S S S S S
*  Dr., Jomes' own centemnial
Dr. John A. Jones of the Town of|, story of his tatk with Presideat
Allen is Allegany county's Grand|, Lincoln:
0ld Patriarch. His age and the fact|. “Right at the start 1 was in
he is the last survivor of the Civills 0 (or | wenmt eut of here
War in the county entitle him to|. _ib other Allegany county vel-
that formal distinction. When hel, | 40, to Elmira. From thers
embarked upon his second centuryic § Lopnt to Washington in a cat-
of life at his home in Fink Hollow,!e 10 00 Those of ws fired most
much ado marked the occasion. But|. Lt whe Unien cause had drilled
the family interceded agminst & bigle ;ome in Short Tract. My zsal
celebration lest too great excitement had wom me a sergeancy amd a
prove & strain on the centenarian. prized sword from our drill mas-

Official recognition came in thej,
greetings from the Board of Super-|-
visors, patriotic tribute was paid inj.
the gift of 100 roses by the Fillmore|.
American Legion Post and popular |,
acclaim found expression in person-is
al calls and an avalanche of mail |«
from far and near. That much ene}.
learns from the news of the birthday|.
up Fink Hollow, details of which | »
do not fit into this story since the|.
quest here is for a composite pic-|{c

ture that covers the amazing total
of 36,525 days.
Rather, it is as the soldier

knew Lincoln that Dr. Jones epitom-
jzes a rare Allegany county heritage
thru more than two-thirds of its set-}.
tlement by white people. Hardly a|~
man iz now alive who remembersis
the Great Emancipator—and where )«
is there another than Dr. Jones that |«
fate has spared who can recall al.
ranversation with him? “

As a sergesnt in the Civil War, |«
Dr. Jones saw Lincoln several times|s
and sheok hic hands as opportunity |«
offered  But the meeting that struck|-
fire in the soldier of *A1 has endured
in the memory nf the stannch-heart-|-
ed centennrian of todav as indeed!-
metre than a handshake. That story|s
ae reconnted in Dr. Jones” own words | -

who |«
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Hollow veteran. “One of thnse was:
from illness in my home here,

other from a war wound whose bul-i

the Andersonville hardships. T weigh-} i,

ed 200 pounds when T was taken pri-
coner. When I was freed T had
shrunk to R0 pounds. Rut I came“t
back to see still further service forl
the Stars and Stripes.” '

While vears have obliterated ran-;
cor from the mind of the 100-year-;
old man, his espousal of the Union:
cause is as vigorous as ever. Long!
active in the G. A. R, he attended:
numerous county and state encamp-f
ments in days gone by. In 1914 he |
went to the dedication of the Newj
York State Memorial Monument at‘l
Andersonville. |

Dr. Jones also boasts kinship to}
one of Aliegany County’s great Civil’
War leaders, General Thomas Jones |
Thorp, his cousin. A resident of |
Short Tract, he was wounded while |
an officer of the 85th Regiment. He
recruited hundreds of Allegany sol-
diers for the 1st New York Dragoons
and achieved high distinetion with
that regiment. He was a member:
of the Thorp family in the town uf:
Granger that made conspicuous con-|
tribution to the abolitionist cause in’
the Kansas raids and in the war, t

Except for his war service eanc
visits to other states, Dr. Jones has
passed his entire life in Fink Hol-
low, He was born April 22, 1840,
only a short distance from his pres- !
ent home which he built many yeart
ago. One does not arrive in Fink
Hollow by chance, as it is off the
main routes in the northeastern cor-
ner of the town of Allen. So hav-
ing definitely sought the place, one
{alls ouite naturally into a conver-
gation that accounts for many, many
topics. .

“Ycu beat anything I ever knew”
observed Dr. Jones as 1 was leav-
ing. “You are full of more things
than anybody I ever saw. How did
you happen to get here?"”

““Oh, no,” I protested, “You are
the one who is full of so many things
—1I am just full of curiosity.”

Which rather cryptically summed
the facts up. Because Dr. Jones is
full of such a diversity of things it
rather baffles even a veteran inter-
viewer as how to cstalogue them.
Not that he professes great wisdom
or achievements. Indeed, he never
has made professions of talent and
has turned his hand to the tasks th
accounting for a busy life, now tal.

streets.
proaching on the same walk. 1

> what regiment 1 belonged

* tachment

ter,

“Still unattachod to any com-
pany when | reached Washing-
ton, | was somewhat on my own
and so started from the railroad
toward the capital center.
course, Washington was not like
it was all spread
out, with board walks lining its
1 saw some one ap-

it is mow.

Of

then realized that it was Presi-

dent Lincoln.

As he came near,

I stepped from the walk, awed
as 1 was by the thought that 1
must not crowd the President of
the United States from such a

narrow place.

“This act and my

prized

aword muat have gained his at-

He stepped off

tention.

the

walk and greeted me warmly.

He asked where

1 was from,
to

and other things about myself

and how people felt about

the

war back home. For 20 minutes

we talked.

Oh, yes, he was as
“ homely ns they tell mbout—but

1 guess Lincoln needs no praise
from me to fix him as a great
spirit such as stirred the bheart

of a farm boy soldier from Al

* legany county.

“That

man | ssw every time possible. ~
* Since | d d not bave a strict =t

much of the rar,
meed aicund a lot and un'e
ne that pr-mitted ~
)

cor

- te afreay

hoct o fraitful evpestoes

ady i the connry

That cm insi(y-wllioh T had intv i po fapm hame of My
!posed as prompting my visit had

an-[98th birthday April 14.

marked Lincoln as a

v

“loans

& wide section, He arvives at the
century milestone with his nterest
in life undimmed, keeping touch with
events by radio and what his family
relates from the daily papers.

“ft seems that the world thinks
the only thing its young people are
good for is cannon fodder,” he re-

i

ASK

The Scientist

marked, #s his_avowal for pesce.

But he does not espouse the role
of a prophet just because he attain-
ed a remarkable age.

“Old age tells me it is best to
keep my mouth shut and make my
pesase with God,” he phrased it.

Dr. Jones—the A in his name is
for Ariza, of Biblical theme—was
the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Jones.
His wife was Frances Minsrd of
Fillmore. She was the youngest sis-
ter of John Minard, Allegany coun-
ty historian who compiled the cen-
tennial year county history in 1895.
Mrs. Jones died 35 years ago and
her well-cared-for grave is just

PR I A I R I S

1f you have a questior—for--the

cuse, N. Y. The Science Board of:
Syracuse University’s Radio Work
shop will answer in those column
each week those questions consider-
ed most timely and interesting.

QUESTION 1.—Does mental ef-
fort require as much energy as
sical effort?

ANSWER—If a person can
main completely relaxed while
gaged in mental effort, he requires
far less energy for such work than;
he would for physical effort.

ve-y
en-

across the road in the Fink Hollow
cemetery.

“f am going to be buried within
fours feet of her grave,” Dr. Jones
remurked, with a ring in his voice
that bespoke a devotion to a mate
undimmed by the lapse of years.

R S S A

ily: John M. of Vashon, Wash., Har-
old, who lives on the farm across
*ifrom his father, and Clifferd B., with
= :whom he makes his home, There h.s
*lsunset days are made carefree in a
?ihome kept trim and spotless inside
*lsnd out, with Mrs. Clifford Jones' the
r:guiding genius that has enabled Dr.
*iJones to grow old gracefully in thc
’1\\'oll~urdercd manner of life that
* {must. always have becn a part
“inim. There are three grandchildren
- land eight great-grandchildren.

* lvite him to its use.

“imuch to hi= enjoyment of
Tihealth most of hix Lfetime.
“italked with Linceln to the
71014 Tatriareh of 1940-- D
Aziza Jonee at the
of the title
'irz,r.: Citizen.”

worthy af AT
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1 points.

;uompanied by a great deal of muscu-

There ure three sons in the iam-i,

of

i Dr. Jones never has drunk alco-
*holic liguor or smoked. He said that
" | whiskey wzs too vile a common vice

jof people in his bovhood to ever in-
His good habits
*land aetive, hearty spirit have sdded
good

i Yes -from the Soldier of '61 who
Grand
Jebn
confnry grark i-

: i 5 Charles ed ov
Anderconville Thicor H e i < ed over the St
T inatgral origin from the fact that I'(ya'p i goneral ehaiman of the af 1, ercat meny vears, thus blockin
X . cconld carry greetings from another:pu;, LT N > ing
“Three times doctors have g.voni.,f Allegany's oldest residents—my |
me up as dead,” recounted the Fink|grandmother,

tal effort, however, it ordinarily ac-

lar tension. This is especially true
when a person is deing things that

; require much concentration. I

One can demonstrate the muscu-
lar tension which often accompanies
i mental effort by adding a column of
-fizures vory rapidly and noticing how
tense hi: muscles becme. The mus-
clez under these cond.tions are ex-
pending a great deal more energy-
than the nervous system is using fo
the mental process.

The more a person can re
a mental cffort the less energy will
be expended and the longer e can.
work before becoming fatigued. Men
such as the late Thomas Edison who,
was famous for his ability to worl
ian unusually long number of hours
tin a day spparently learn to relax
under mental effort. A person uses!
more energy when h~ works
physically than when he works
mentally. Dr  Vertue Tindeman,
physiclogist.

QUESTION 2.—What the
origin of Lake Iroquois, the great
body of water which once covered
much of Central New York? What
was irs elcvation nnd where were its
Why

was

<harelines? did the lale
tvoat?
ANSWER -lLake Iroquois might

‘he chought of as the predecessor or

jancester ~f the present Lake Nn-
ttarie Tt was formed at the el of
ithe e = Tea ‘gn  ~hich wes the
geolegie perind duet gueceding  the

vecont
When the ire was clowly moving
2ek arm ass New York State, it stay-
Lawrence valley for

jthe cutlet of the waters from the

A sanctioned m-=tch is an informal:l,ake Ontarie basin and raisin,

A S H = . . ” N e th
er: other, Mr.x,h Mary VCranda”]meetmg at which purebred dogs mayilevel to a
i Bliss o olivar, who observed he';compete but not for championshipthat of the present Lake Ontario.
Any owner of a purebrediAltho the lake stood at several levels

much greater extent than

After the war Dr. Jomes turnedidog, whether a member of the club,during i i i
R 1o AT . 7 2 uring its slow recession, i
Jet 1 still carry and the other from 'y im0 4o farming and horses. The|or not, may show his dog. ! N eesion, 1t was 300

“doctor

comes from that. and
{as a veterinarian he traveled over!
H i

Folly has a fall before it.

;feet or more above the present Lake
1Ontavio level.
{ Lake Ircquois shorelines thus ex-

the tune of a

formance to

OOK at the price! Look at the car! Then,
look how much better off you'll be
with a big Olds Sixty! It's amart, it's
- big, it's modern—and it's powerful to

big 95 H. P. Econo-Master

engine, You'll find everything you want
in a quality-built Oldsmobile—from per.

prestige. Drive one, today! ‘

* Olds prices begin at $807 for Cou

$853 for Sedans, delivered at Lanspi:z,
Michigan. Transportation based on rli'l
rates, state and local taxes (if any), optional
equipment and accessories —extra.
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_ Help promote safely

¢ to change without notice.

your lights whea pauingl

ledg

scientists, mail it to the New York what was appro.
iati tle, Syra- beach of Lake Troquois,
Presa Association, The O3 ; The lake finally receded slowly,
_ the water level dropping as the ice
s melted back and uncovered the St
Lawrence basin, thus permitting the
waters of Lake Ontario to flow out
(hru their present channel, the 8t.
phy-,Lawrence River.—Dr. Sidman Poole,
igeographer. -

1

m 'tended around the three flanks of
north,
gouth, and west; and west across
‘New York State slong the northern
e of the, Allegany plateay, that
is, that range of hills which . runs
across the state from east to west,
Jf you conld go to the western en-
trance of the Syracuse University

he Adirondacke, roughly,

i iny

QUESTION 3.—Msy cold water
Ifrom a kitchen faueet be put safe-

ly into an automaebile battery

Men. thould one use distilled water?
ANSWER-—It is common practicc
to use tap water in the storage bat-
teries of automobiles when the inor
ganic salt content of tap water
low. Use of tap water that has high
ded

ximately the anclent

T
of the position of the light ,, by 4y -
ferent densities of the light, ¥ dit
The horse, which is 4 |
[telligent animal, learns 1,
go when he sees the posit
Hght, and so, traveling oye
same route a number of tines
having to stop 8t certain deng.
of light or at lights in a certain "‘e.'
ition. he learns to behave ay mpm.
could distinguish which iy red "
which is green.—Dr. Lindeman, i

—
QUEBTION 5.—How is fijte,
per made differently from othe, -
per 20 that dissolved subatances p.|
filter thru it but that suspendeq iy
terials are removed by it? ™
ANSWER—Filter paper
principally from other types of e
because it has no sizing or filler !:e;
as rosin, glue, casein, or starch whiih
are found in moat types of Paper,
Filter paper is treated with hyd,:l
chloric acid to lower the gy to.
tent. This paper is made enlire?'
of rags in contrast to most Mmy;
in which the principal base is wooq
—Prof. Nelson Brown, forester,

Blop g
on of tp, ..

on

diffory

or

is

salt content is not T

Melted snow would be all right to
because snow has very low inor-
salt content.—Dr. Albert L.

ugre
ganic
Elder, chemist.

QUESTION 4.—If hors~s are col-
¢ orblind, how is it that horses
:milk wagons scem to know to stop
lax fur‘()ﬂ a red traffic signal and go on the

green?
ANSWER—Only men,

as we know.

!distinguish colers by detecting

ferences in densities of light,

seeing different shades of gray.

Assuming that it is true that milk
hard Wagon horses behave as described in
hard the question, the animal’s behavior
~may be explained either on the basis

monkeys.
and possibly rats see colors so far
Other animals may
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Ether Drewe visited in F
saturday and Sunday.
Jaseph Seymour called
ter, Mi. and Mrs, Clare
«ll. Sunday.

Mrs. Wm. Bell, Sr., he
Winifred and three chil
rtwrned ta their home }

Voorhees |
(Mrs. Raymond Church,

April 17.-- Mr. and
sdams ealled on Mrs. A
and ehildren at Bolivar,

Mre R. R. Church
sight guest of Mr. and
Kruger of Meservey Hil

M« and Mrs. Vietor |
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