“ 1f be has anytbing to say to me”

He Couldn’t be Frightened
~ ' with Threats of a Veto.

—]

HE WOULD NOT WITHDRA

. THE ANTI-COAL-TRUST BILL—
REMARKABLE STORY THAT
COMES FROM THE CAPITAL—
LINCOLN WANTED ROUBBINS
TO TALK

OVER THE TELEPHONE.

-

Express Bureau, No. 132 State Street,}
. "~ Albamy, N. Y., April 16th, 18%6. - I3

No memorandum was attached to
Gov. Morton’s signature of Assembly-
man Robbins's coal-trust bill yesterday-:
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be Goverpor might |

Nrerestingly upoh aoje v
task was left for others. It is being
done by the newspaper correspondents
tomght. They are sending from Alba-

ny one of the most remarkable stories

| ot the line, after which it was an-

WITH HANCOCKT™ A fow moments later a new proposi-

| emp

Mr. Robbins replied, "1 W
to report him correctly.” - Pa—
Then followed an animated conver-
sation with some one at the other end
hounced that the Attorney Geueral
refused to -ask Mr. Robbins to recall
the bil. Mr. Robbins then left the
Executive Chamber, again reiterating
his refusal to withdraw the bill.

tion was made, but Mr. Robbins refused
to entertain it. It was suggested that
he should absent himself from the As-
sembly Chamber while some one else
mude the motion to recall the bill.
Again he refused. This refusal was

emphasized by a declaration that if any

gany eounty.— The Legislature has

people he represents.
every one,.except a few of Platt’s po-
litical lieutenauits, is the fixed

Weare
truth, so
that none can fail to com
prehend it. Every reader of the daily
newspaper knows that we are setting,
forth only well-known and undisputed
facts. Now let us leave Tom Platt and
Governor Morton and come into’ Alle-

cle carefully up to this poinlt.
. b S e

adjourned ‘and Mr. Robbins returns
home. He is received, in a figurative
sense, with open arms by the people
of his county. He has made a record
that is honorable to himself and to the |
In the mind of

fivic-
tion—the unquestioned conviction-—

bins would oppose it on the Hoor.
The final scene occurred shortly be-
fore the bill was signed. Mr. Robbins
once again reiterated his determination
tot to recall the-bitk

that Mr. Robbins’ must be returned to
e A ascis Butib

W. J. Glenn, Chas. H. Brown, S. M.
Norton, Geo. H. Swift and one or two
others have received specific orders
from -Platt (via Glenn) that under no

i 1A time like this demands

el =men whio con- | Tollowing article with the request—that—it-be]
“[ trol Kepublican politics ] -

Fred Al Robbine Is Sach a Mao.

Pure lives, strong faith, stout hearts and wiil-
ing hands, v
Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy,
Men whom.the.lusts of office do not kill,
Men who are honest, men who will not lie,
Men Wh possess Gpinlons and a will,
Men who can stand before a demagogue
And damn his treacherous. flatteries with-
7 out winking,
the fog ... .
. In public duty and in private thinking !
—7. G. Holland, from incmory.
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" meeds no embellishment. It telis how

- —~—T;egislature; drew tweo-bills-to-give-him-|

that ever emanated from the State Cap-
ital.
The story carries its own interest. It

Mr. Robbins was advised to recalt his
anti trust bill within ten minutes to
save it from a veto, how he refused to
recall it, and how, after repeated efferts
to budge him had been made without
success, the bill was signed.

‘his remarkable story is here given
on what is believed to be absolutely
trustworthy authority. Some of the
statements are of a positive character,
it is true, but therein lies the interest

narrative.

~- Readers of the Express are familiar|It can only be said that the story has
. a

story is difficult

which is almost certain-to-attaeh-to-the -eonstitutionality of the bill subwitted

« Is this final ?” he was asked by one
close to the Governor.

1t is” he replied, and then he quick-
Iy added: * Tell the Governor to send
along his veto message.”

_An explanation of this surprising
Que can only recall
the fact that the bill was strenuously
opposed at every turn in both houses of
the Legislature, and that powerful 10|
terests were at work to defeat it. The
Governor’s friends explain the reading
of the supposed veto on the ground
that it was merely an opinion as to the

to Mr. Robbins for his consideration.

d a sensation. Al interested par-

al of the State declared he was unable
toprosecute the coal trust or other

ties aré vory retieent.— Bufalo Express.

| sther—alternative; however ; Robbins

circumstances must Mr. Robbins e
renominated at the Allegany county
Republican convention. Knowing, as
these men-did, the almost unanimous
wish of the Republican~voters of the
county, that Mr. Robbins should be
continued at Albany, these orders
front the ¢ Easy Boss ~’ brought terror
to their souls. Platt would have no
must be ‘killed in some manner {no
matter to him how) and a man who
would be pliant in the boss’s hands
must represent Allegany in the Assem-
bly. And here came into existence
that —conditi i Platts—vs—|
The People. ,

oun-

ty, and personally, he cares less, just
as-he_knows_and cares but little about

Of course, personally, -Tem- Flattlteem,an

Say Amen.
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combinations until his powers had been
enlarged by the passage of additional
laws. They also know that Attorney
.General Hancock, at the request of the

the authority which was lacking. They
know that the bills were placed in the
hands 6f Assemblyman Robbins of Al-
legany county, partly because he is
chairman of the Judiciary Committee,
but principally because he is fearless
and independent. The Express followed
closely the progress of these bills
through the Legislature, and it gave in
detail the vote when certain Platt Sen-
ators attempted to amend the bill,
which the Governor had just sigoed.
When they were defeated, the bill was
passed and went to the Governor. He
considered - it for some days, and was
urged by influential persons both to
sign and to disapprove the measure.
Now comes the main story, and here
it is, just as the Zxpress correspondent
gets it from well-informed sources:
About noon yesterday, the Governor
sent for Assemblyman Robbins, who
went at once to_the Executive Cham-
per. He wanted to talkabout the anti-
coal trust bill. Mr. Morton had some
opinions, which, it is said, he wanted to
read to Mr. Robbins. The Allegany
member listened attentively to the read-
ing of two-pages of type-written mat-
ter, which, from appearances and con-
tents, was a veto of thebill. The Gov-
ernor, after the reading had ended, de-
sired Mr. Robbins's opinion, and found
that the introducer did not agree with
the ideas of the measure just read. Mr.
Robbins was asked to recall the bill for
amendments to meet what were termed
constitutional objections. He refused..
He declined also to recall the billasa
personal favor to the Governor.
Mr. Robbins, the story goes, said that
he had a reputation to sustain and a
constituency to represent, and that he
would fail in both respounsibilities if he
recalled the bill. The .Governor was
advised, if he could fiot sige the bill, to
veto it, s the responsibility was no
longer upen the member from Allega-
ny, but ratber upon the Chief Execu-
tive of the State. Mr. Robbins then
withdrew. -—

Some friends of the Governor there-

Why Bobblnn’wu to Remain at Home.

‘That any sensible, fair-minded per-
son can believe that Grant Duke was
openly, fairly and Tionestly nominated
for Member of Assembly is beyond
comprehension. Let us look at the
matter justas it really is, and see what
condition of things ‘we find. In the
first place, every one knows who
Thomas C. Platt is, and every one
knows that he is a man who must have
everything just as he wants it in poli-
tics at whatever cost. Whatever ob-
stacle stands in the way must be re-
moved by fiir means or foul. He
simply says: ¢ This thing must be
done ; use your own methods, only
come to me and report that it is done,
that is all I ask.” Last year orders
went out from Mr. Platt that certain
legislation must come to naught.
Should certain bills become law, it
would be detrimental to the interests
of Mr. Platt and Mr. Platt’s friends.
One of the obnoxious bills was in
charge of the Assemblyman from Alle-
gany—Hon. F. A. Robbins. It was
a bill that legislated adversely for cor-
porations and trusts, and, consequent
ly, adversely to Mr. Platt. The pass-
age of this bill was in the interest ot
the people. Platt set in motion all

the machinery at his command for the
defeat of the bill, and all manner of

secret pressure was brought to bear up
Mr. Robbins—pressure such as none
save those who understand the ins and
outs of politics have any ideaof. Mr.
Robbins is far too honest aman to be-
come party to politics of this low-down
stripe, and in the face of the stone wall
of Platt opposition, he pushed the bills
forward, and did it in such a manner
i that every man who opposed them had
to go openly upon record.
these bills— the most offensive to Platt
—reached Governor Morton. Platt

One of

upon had a chat with Mr. Robbins and
urged him to recall the bill. Finally,
the Allegany man was induced toreturn
to the Executive Chamber. There,itis
said, he found Mr. Lincoln, the Govern-
r’s law adviser. What followed can
best be given in the words of the Zxpress

made Morton, and,

bound to obey it.

consequently,

when a short,lsharp?ﬁ;éeil" reached the
Executive from Platt, that the bill
must be killed, the Governor felt
He sent for Rob-

correspondent's inférmant:

Mr. Lincolin stepped inte an adjoin-

ing room and was busy for someé mo

ments at the long-distance telephone.

Mr. Robbins was called into the Toom
.and-asked if he would recall the bill if
requested to do so by the Attorney
Mr. Robbins absolutely re-

o fused,saying that the Attorney General

Geheral.

bins and asked him to recall the bill.
Such a course would at once relieve
.| Morton, but Robbins was firm. He
courteously but decidedly refused to re-
[eait the bill; and-was-determined that
the Governor himself should go on rec-

should become a law. Knowing, as
Mr. Robbins did, that he was antago-

ord as vetaing it if he was unwilling it

dozens of other counties in the state ;
but in each county there isat least one
man who is personally, in a political
way, owned soul and body by Mr.
Platt. - ‘He- is-the-political beneficiary.
of Mr Platt, and is therefore subject to
his bidding. In Allegany county
that man is W. J. Glenn who first of
all is indebted for his place on the
Sfate Committee to: Platt, and, inci-
dentally, his position as Doorkeeper
in the House of Representatives. As
long us Allegany is subject to Platt’s
command through Mr. Glenn, just so
long can the latter gentleman demand
and expect political preferment at the
hands of the former. But should the
people of Allegany, who have for so
many years permitted Glenn to hand
them over to Platt at will, refuse to be
made the price of county, State and
federal offices, just so soon will Glenn
have exceeded his usefulness so far as
Platt is concerned. Thus it is self-
evident that it is a matter of vital im
portance to Glenn (and incidentally to
his followers) that Platt’s commands
shall be implicitly obeyed and thus
again we come face to face with the
prevailing condition of things—Platt
vs. The People.

Mr. Platt has issued a command to
the effect that Mr. Robbins must be
kept at home, and why? Beceuse in
serving the people of his county, Rob-
bins has failed to serve Thomas C.
Platt; in fact, gone contrary to his de-
sires and has overturned some of his|
elaborately constructed plans.

Now, voters of Allegany county, do
you suppose for a moment that if the
bill that Platt was so anxious should
be defeated HAD BEEN IN THE INTER-
EST OF THE PEOPLE OF ALLEGANY, it
would have found such vigorous oppo-
sition in Mr. Robbins? Commcn
sense will at once answer, No!  Then
if it wasn’t for your good it was to
sour detriment, and now as a reward
for this honorable gentleman’s services
in your behalf, are you going to vote
for his defeat next November, and place
at Albany a man -who will in every-
thing obey the beckon of Tom Platt’s
finger? We believe not.

Having read thus far, you cannot
fail to see clearly why the Republican
county organizatiou, at -whose head is
W. J. Glenn, making such a vigorolis
effort to defeat ¥red A. Robbins and
elect Grant Duke. Now you can plain-
ly see why it was that Mr. Glenn was
forced to take up Duke, whether the
people want him or not. Platt's or-
| ders were plain. ‘The thing nuist be
done by fair means or foul, and what
means were employed, you well know.

Y * * * *

- ﬁu‘rvbjectwtﬁﬁm‘e -this- ‘matter
in its true status before our readers,
and to throw sqme light upon the des-
picable plot to down Mr. Robbins and
the causes_that led up to_it. Lhi

bad no resson for agking-hin to recal
the bill. Mr. Lincoln, who held the re

<memn - geiver—of the telephone in his hand.
asked Mr. Robbins to step to the 'phone,
.88 some one wished to speak with him.
‘Mr. Robbins refused, saying that he'had
no desire to communicate with any one

over the wire,

1| nizing the mighty Platt force of the
- | State, it was a noble stand he took —a
stand for the people who sent him to
Atbany to look after their interests.
From that hour Fred A. Robbins <be-
cane a marked man by Tom Platt,
and it was then and there decided at
No. 49 Broadway, that Mr. Robbins

done, we feel that every fair minded
reader will come to the corclusion that
a grave political crime has been com’
mitted in thicounty, that the wishes
and desires of the people have been set
aside and trampled upon that the or-
ders of one. man may be obeyed and
that the personal welfare of a half.doz-

Yo, wassatd

“«But the Attorney General wishes to

should no more return to Albany. We
r_has followed-this-nsts

en politicians may be advanced there
Hoyoetirbe—2

factory. Because he was nominated by the
most despicable methods known In political
circles.  Bribery,. intimidation, fraud, false |
promises, everything -that debauches man~
hood and prostitutes good government was
in the category of ‘means used to secure the
nomination,. The whole sifiation may be
summed up in a few words, viz.v_The only
reason why you should vote for Grant Duke
is because he is the candidate of the Platt-
Glenn machine.— Belmont Courier.

INDEPEADENCE IN ALLEGANY
COUNTY.

Encouraging evidence comes from
Allegany county that the people there
like to manage their own affairs. They
were represented in the Assembly last
winter by Fred A. Robbins, an able
and an honest man. He made a rec-
ord of which both he and his District
could well be proud. He was so much
above the average Assemblyman in
ability that he laid the foundations of
a State reputation. He pleased the
people, and he expected renomination.
But he did not please the State ma

chine because he refused to support
the Greater New York bill. Therefore
the Allegany county machine, whic h
is a cog in the State machine, turned
him down and nominated a man who
would obey orders. ‘Thereupon the
Republicans of the courity who owned
themselves, bolted, and, at the request
of 3,500 of them, Mr. Robbins became
a candidate for re election on an inde-
pendent ticket.  There are but 5,000
Republicans in his District.  Now,
this isan instance of the attempt of a
political machine to force upon the,
people a candidate whom a majority
of the voters do not want. - When
voters in other parts of the State do
this sort of thing, we shall have better
men in the Legislature and in Con-
gress. If the Allegany county machine
is wise it ‘will order its nominee to
withraw from the race, and then in-
dorse the nomination of Mr. Robbins:
But whether this is done or not, the
independent men of all parties should
vote for Mr, Robbins and elect him,
He advogated the’ principle of Home
Rule in the Leglslature. He said that
Brooklyn’s government should not be
takeri“from her without her consent,
even if.a State machine had ordered it.
He would be correspondingly loyal to
the best interests of Allegany counfy,
in spite of orders even from the Exec-

last that Fred Robbins will not 4
any deal or trades to secure voted

this county to determine whethd
county offices shall be sold at

for re-election, it waould mean tha
trusts, whose very obedient servag

Thomas -C- Platt, and-which

many - servants in the direct em
of the State, are able to do up pd
cally any man who does not bend
knee before them.—Syracuse A,

Any effort to drag the county

fight into this campaign Wil pro
be a miserable failure. The peop
Belmont and Angelica will no§
frightened by any ghost stores cod
from a source where truth and b
dealing never had and never wiil
an ubiding place.—~ Beluent Couvier.

1t may as well be understood fi

he caanot be elected by honest me
and an open fight he will not exp
be elected.—Belmont Couricr.

The time has come for the vote

to the highest bidder or not.

"How Mr, Robblus’ Name i1l Appesr
the Blanket Ballot Under the Ne
Ballet Law.

The Convenﬁmhich o
Mr. Robbins made no other 19
tions because those who compos
Convention were loyal Republi
and impeach no act of the first
vention except the_ treachero®
fraudulent defeat of _the R
choice,"Hon. Fred A. Robbins.
sequently Mr. Robbins' nand
appear alone in 2 separate €0
‘This column will be headed
pame to be selected by the Co
tee, such as ¢ Honest Assembly,]
the ;epresentapion of a PLOW:
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site the name of Fred-A- RobH
the column will be a vote for B4
and Honest Legistation: ™"
get that by the sign of tl}9 P
Conquer! The Piow 1318@ i
politics, honést lcgi;ll;ltion-
from ring-rule, and lighter.”

upon the tax- payer

[uttve Chamber o take Her Tights away.
If thf: people of Allegany county want
some otie in the Legislature -to repre-
sent them, then they should support
Mr, Robbins. But if they want some
one sent to Albany to represent half a
dozen leaders, then they should vote
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