- Ruin and Restoration.

pE* y, the watch: the mementos and
N perhaps of the bereft family of the one
‘that dies. so David and Jopathan had

. Careful search is made, and a son of

M

Dr. Talmage's sermon is & vivid and
Eoveflpmsenmion_ of the’theories of
rain and restoration. The Bible scene
described is dramatic. His text wasdk
Ramuel ixg n 13: “Is there yet any
. that.is left I th@\louse of Saul, that 1
pray show him kingness for Jonathan’s

. salemn, tor hedid eat Cout
at the king's table/and was lame on
_both ‘his fe&s!

Was there ever anything more ro-
mantic and chivalrous than the love of
_David and Jonathan? At one time Jon-
athan -was up and David was down.
Now David s up and Jondthan'sfamily
is down. As you have often heard of
two soldiers before going into battle
making a covenant that if one is shot
the survivor will take charge of the

made a covenant. and now that Joua-
than is dead David is inquiring about
his family, that he may show Kindness
unte them for their father Jonathan's;
sake.

Jonathan by the execeedingly homely
pame of Mephibosheth is found. His
purse. in his infaney. had let him fall.
and the fall had put both his ankles out
of place, and they had pever becn set.
This decrepit. poor man is brought into
the palace of King David. David zazes
apon him with melting tenderness. no
doubt seeing in his face a resemblance
to his old friend. the deceased Jona-
than. - The whole bearing of King Da-
vid. toward him. scems_ to say: “How

- old friend and benefactorl 1 made a

- _live, and you shall be seated at my |u man:styles-himself a dog he utter

glad I-am to see you. Mephibosheth!
How you remind me of your father. my

bargain with your father a good many
years ado, and I am going to keep it
with you. What can I do for you. Me-
phibosheth? 1 am resolved what to do
—I will make you & rich man. [ will
resfore to you the confiseated property
of your grandfather Saul, amd you
akall be a guest of mine as long as you

. stroked them and gave them names, so

c

Tabiv amony (b ,n'.iuvvs." It wias too
ouch for Mephibosheth, and he cried
wgut against it, ealling himself a dead
«dez. “Be still™ David. “I dou’t
«lo this on your own uccount; I do this
for your father Jonathan's sake. I can
agever forget his kindness. I remember
-when I was houmded from place to
place bow he befriended me. Can I
sever forget how he stripped himself of
this courtier apparel and gave it to me
sinstead of my shepherd’s coat, and how
he took off his own sword and belt and
gave them to me instead of my sling?
<Oh. } ean never forget him! I'feel asir
-1 couldn’t do enough for you. his son.
I don't do it for your sake; I do jt for
your father Jonhthan's sake” “So
AMephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for
‘he did eat continually at the king’s ta-
:ble and was lame on both his feet.”
There is so much gospel in this quaint
dneident that I am embirrasSed to know
where to begin. Whom do Mephibo-
sheth and David apd Jonathan make
you think of ?
Mephibosheth, in the first place,
stands for the disabled human soul.
Lord Byron describes sin as a charm-
ing recklessness. as a gallantry, as a
Don Juan: George fand describes sinas
triumphant in wmany intricate plots:
Gavarni, with his engraver's knife, al-
ways shows sin as a great jocularity.
but the Bible presents it as a Mephi-
bosheth, laine on both feet. Sin, like
the nurse in the context, attempted to
carry us and let us fall. and we have
been disabled. and in our whole moral
gpature we are decrepit. Sometimes the-
ologians haggle about & technicality.
'I’ho% use the words “total depravity
and fome people believe in the doctrine
and some reject it. What do you
mean by total depravity? Do you
mean that every man is as low as he
can be?  Then; I do not bhelieve it
either. But do you mean that sin has
tet us fall: that it has scarified and
wounded and crippled our entire moral
nature until we cannot walk straight
and are ke in both feet? Then I
admit your piroposition. There is not
80 much difference in an African jun-
gle--with barking, howling.. hissing.
fighting quadruped and reptile,  and
paradise. with its apimals coming be-
fore Adam. when he patted them amd

s

that the panther was as taine as the
cow and the condor as tawme as the
there is between the human
abled and that soul as God
originally constructed it. 1 do not
care what the seotimentalists or the
peets say in regard to sin. ‘In the name
of C.od. I declare to you to-iay that sin
ta disorganization. disintegratien, hov-
Bling deformity.

Your modern theoldgian tells you
that man is a little out of sorts: he
sy\lm-timos thinks wrong: he gometimes
acts wrong: indeed hisggature needs a
Jittle moral surgery, an o
a slight compress, a little e
Religlon s a good thing 1o h

el it

| belief of the fact that sin

' sion that man is altogether wrong. and

soul begins to tremble. It says:* Wha

fort, he kneels down 10 DFaY, g
awhile, whea be.has scen God and ¥
himself, he_throws himself At his

Mephibosheth lame in both 'f_eet. .Our
has scarified
and deformed our souls increases as we
go on in years. When you started life
you thought that min was a little
marred by sin and he was about ome-
tenth wrong. By the time you had gone
Gl sbo oorlr o 7 com

believed that man whas about half
wrong. By the time you came to mid-
dle life you helieved that man was
thyee-fourths wrong. But within
these past few years, since you have
heen so lied about and swindled and
cheated, you have come to the conclu-

now you can say with the prayer book
and with the Bible, *There is no health
in us” Now you believe with the
prophet, “The heart is deceitful, above
all things, and desperately wicked.”
Whatever you may have believed be--
fore, now you helieve that Mephibo-
sheth is lame on both feet.

Again, Mephibosheth in the text
stands for the disabled human soul
Inunbled - and -restored. When this in-
valid of my text got a commaud to
come to King David's palace. he trem-
hled. The fact was that the grand-
father of Mephiboseth had treated
David most shockingly, and now Me-
phibosheth says to himself: “What
does the king want of me? Isn't it
enough that I am lame? Is he going
to destroy my life? Is he going to
wreak onm me the vengeance which he
holds towards my grandfather-Saul?
It's too bad.” But go to the palace
Mephibosheth must, since the king has
commanded it. With staff and crutches
aucd helped by his friends, I see Me-
vhibosheth going up -the stairs of the
palaee, I hear his staff and crutches
rattling on the tessellated floor of the
throne-room. No sooner have these twq

face at the Teet o 3 :
Mephibosheth. The fact 18, it we could
see ourselves as Go{ sees us we would
perish at the spectacle. You would
have no time to overhaul other people.
Your cry would be, “God be mereiful
to me, a sinner.”
And, again, Mephi

bosheth in my text

ands g b

L uins .
phibosheth would pever have got into
the palace on his own account. Wny
did David ransack the realm to find
that poor man and then bestow upon
him a great fortune and: command a
farmer of the name of Ziba to calture-
the estate and,give to this invalid Me-
phibosheth half thé _proceeds every
vear? Why did King David make such
a mighty stir about a poor fellow who
would never be of any use to the throne|
of Israel? It was for Jonathan's sake.
1t was what Robert Burns calls for
“quld lang syne.” David could not for-
get what Jonathan had done for him
in other days. Three times this chap-
ter has it that all this kindness on the
part of David to Mehibosheth was for
his father Jonathan's saké. The daugh-
ter of Peter Martyr, through the vice
of her husband, came down to penury,
and the senate of Zurich took care of
her for her father’s sake. Sometimes a
person has applied to you for help and
you have refused him, but when you
round he was the son or brother of
some one who had been yourbenefactor
in former days. and by a glance you
saw the resemblance of your old friend
in the face of the applicant, you re-
lented, and you said, “Oh. I will do this
for your father's sake.” You know by
vour experience what my text means.
Now, my frlends, it is on that principle
that you and I are to get into the
King's palace.

The most important part of every
prayer is the last three or four words

persons confronted each other—>e;
phibosheth and Dayid, the king—thay
Mephibosheti: throws himself flat of
Lix faee befdre the king and style
himself a dead dog. In the East whe!

the utmost term of self abnegation.
is not a term so strong in this country
where, if a dog das a fair chance,
sometimes shows more nobility
¢haracter than some human specimen
that we wot of. but the mangy curs ¢
the oriental cities. as I know by m,
own observation. are utterly detest:
ble. Mephibosheth gives the utmos
term of self loathing when he com
pares himself to a dog, and dead a
that.
(‘onsider the analogy.When the com
mand is given from the palace of h
ven to the human soul to come, thy

is God going to do with me now? I
he going to destroy me? Is he going td
wreak bis vengeance upon me?” Ther
is more than one Mephibosheth trem
bling now because God has summeoned
him te the palace of divine gracef
What are you trembling about? God
has no pleasure in the death of a sin
ner. He does not send for you te hurd
vou., He sends for you to do you good.
A Scotch preacher bhad the following
c¢ircumstances brought under his ab-
servation: There was a poor woman
in the parish who was about to be
turned out because -she could not pay
her rent. One night she heard a loudi
knocking at the door, and she made no
answer and hid herself. The rapping:
continued louder, louder, louder, but!
she wade no answer and continued to
hide herself. She was almost fright-
ened unto death. She said, “That's
the officer of the law come to throw me
out of my home.”

A few days after a Christian philan-
thropist met her in the street and said:
“My poor woman, where were you the
other night? I ecame round to your
house to pay your rent. Why didn't
you let me in? Were you at home?”
“Why,” she replied, “was that you?”
“Yes, that was me. I came to pay
your rent.” “Why,” sbe said, “if I

have let you in. I thought it was an
officer come to cast me out of my
Iome.” QO soul, that loud_knocking at
the gate to-day is not the sl ff come
to put you in jail: it is the best friend
you ever had come to be your security.
You shiver with terror because you
think it is wrath. It is mercy. Why,
then, tremble hefore the King of hea-
ven and earth calls you to his palace?
Stop trembling and start right away.
“Oh,” you say, I can’t start. I have
been so lamed by sin and so lamed by
evil habits I can’t start. I am lade in
hoth feet.” My friend, we cowme! out
with our prayers and sympathies to
help you up to the palace. If you
want to get to the palace, you may

will hedp you. All you have to do is just
to throw yourself on your face at the
feet of the King. as Mephibosheth did.

Mephibosheti's  caninal comparison
seems extravagafit to the world. but
when a man has seeti himself as he

really is and seen hgw he hag been |

tight some day come into use. Man is:
partially wrongz, not all wronz, He is
lame fn one foot.  Bring the salve of di-
vix}o gract, and the olutment. and the
Phin extractor. and we will have his
,oee  foot cured. Man i8 only halt
wrong, nol all wrong. In what is

treating the Lord there is no term ve-
hement enough to express his sdlf-
condemnation. The dead dog of Me-
phiboshetl's compavison fails ‘to de-
seribe the man’s utter loathing of him-
self. Mephibosheth’s posturing does

. man's nature right? Id his wiil, his:
g Tectlons, his. judgment? No. “Thore !
old that says: “The whole |
hd ts sick dnd i whole heart Fale”

not seem too prostrate.- Wlhen a soul
is convicted, (first he (irnys upright.
Then the muscles of his neck rela:x,-

had had any idea it was you I would.

get there. Ktart now. The Holy Spirit]

of it. “For God's sake’ Do not rattle

L say: “How o
last ot nquets
aat ended. How -long- will this
and Paul will answer, Wrorever!” aud
John Knox will say, “Forever!” and
George Whitefield will say, “Forever!”

old'wine. It will be very old wine. It
will be the wine that ‘was trodden out

Jesus the wine press aioue. VI
already more than 18 centuries old.
And no one will deride us as to what
we were in this world. No one wili
bring up our imperfections here, our
sins ‘here, All our eartbly imperfections
completely covered up and hidden.

Kingly fare. Kingly vesture. Kingly
companionship. We shall reign for ev_er
and ever. I think that banquet will
mean more to those who bad it hard in
¢this world than to those who had it
easy. That banquet in David's palace
meant more to Mephibosheth than to
any one else, because he had beén poor
and crippled and despised and rejected.
And that man who in this world is
blind will better appreciate the light of
heaven than we who fu this world had
good eresight. And that man who in
this world was deaf will better appre-
ciate the music of hegven than we who
in this world had good hearing. And

of the easy locomotion of that lind who
in this world were Mephibosheths.

O my soul, what a magnificent gos-
pel! It takes a man so low down and
raises him so high! What a gospel!
Come now, who wants to be banqueted
and impalaced? As when Wilberforce
was trying to get the “emancipation

and all the British isles were anxious
to-hear of the passage of that “emanci-
pation bill.” when a vessel was coming
into port and the eaptain of the vessel
knew that the people were so anxious
to get the tidings. he stepped out-on the
prow of the ship and shouted to thepeo-
ple long before he got up to the dock.
“FFree!” and thez .cried it, and they

1ast?

And.the wine at that banquet will be.

Mephibosheth’s feet under the tablé.

i

those will. have a higher appreciatiob |
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sacrament and up8

crown, and that is the name of Jesus,
our divine Jonathan, who stripped him-
self of his robe and put on our rags and
gave up his sword and took our broken
reed, so that now, whether we are well
or sick, whether we are living or dy-
ing, if we speak that name it moves
heaven to tlhe center, and God says:
“Let the poor soul come in. Carry him
up into the throne-room of the palace,
Though he may have been im exile,
though sin may have crippled him on
this side, and sorrow may have crippled
him on the other side, and he is lame
in both his feet, bring him up into
the palace, for T want to show him
everlasting kindness, for Jomathan’s
sake.”

Againm, Mephibosheth in my text
stands for the disabled human soul lift-
ed to the King's table. It was more
difficult in those times even than it is
now for comton men to get into a
royal dining room. The subjects might
have come around the rail of the pal-
ace, and might have heard the clash of
the knives and the rattle of the golden

: goblets, but not get in. Stout men with

stout feet could not get in once in all
their lives to one banquet, yet poor Me-
phibosheth goes in, lives there, and is
every day at the table. Oh, what a
getting up In the world it was for poor
Mephibosheth! Well, though you and
I may be woefully lamed with sin, for
our divine Jonathap's sake I hope we
will all get in to dine with the King,
Before dining we must be introduced.
If.you are invited to a company ot per-
song where there are distinguished peo-
ple present. you are futroduced: “This
i the Nenator.” “This is the Governor.”
“This is the Presldent.” Before we slt
down at the Kinug's table in heaven I
think we-awill want to be iptroduesi.
Ol what a thme that will be/ when you
amd I, by the grace of God, get into
heaven and  are  infroduced to the

shouted-it—andthey-sangit-alt-through
the land, “Free, free!” $So to-day I
would like to sound the news of your
present and your eternal emancipation
until the angels of God hovering in the
air, and watchmen on the battlements,
and bellmen in the town cry it, shout
it, sing it, ring it, “Free. free!” I come
out now as the messenger of the palace
to invite Mephibosheth to comgsup. T
am here to-day to tell you that God has
a wealth of kindness to bestow upon
you for His Son's sake. The doors of
the palace are open to receive you.
The cupbearers have alreday put the
chalices on the table and the great,
loving. tender. sympathetic heart of
God bends over you this moment, say-
ing, “Is there any that is yet left of
the house of Saul. that I may show him
kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”

Medical and scientific men genersally
have been studying more or less on the
workings of the X rays. as presented
to the world by Roentgen. So far, the
discovery has only been utilized in the
art of photography. but there are many
who believe that it can be made of
great value in the commercial and med-
ical world. One of the most ardent be-
lievers in this idea is Dr. P. J. Gibbons.
In an interview with & Syracuse Her-
ald reporter Dr. Gibbons said: “One
of the most useful places that I believe
the X rays can be used is in the medi-
cal profession in the restoring of sight
and hearing. Persons often lose their
sight either because the eyebaill is de-
stroyed, or when the eyeball is perfect
because the optic nerves become dis-
eased and are destroyed. It is the
same way with the ear. We lose hear-
ing because of the destroying of the
ear proper, or, where the ear is per-
feet, by the loss of the nerve of hear-
ing. If the optic nerve or the nerve of
the ear proper should be destroyed, I
believe that we will be able in the near
future to make an artificial eye or an
instrument to take the place of the ear,
by which we can utilize the X-ray in
such a manper that it will convey to
the nerves of sight or hearing
the same ;impression that the normal
organ, does at present. The eye Is a
camera,.and it is through the action of
the X rays ip the air that we ave able
to have impréssions carried to the ret-
ina. When the sight is destroyed we
must be able to d'scover something’ to
take its place., The bliud, because ot
the X rays in the air, can distinguish
light from darkness, and if a powerful
light ds placed in front of them tliey
can easily tell it, because the X rays
penetrate the optic nerve or centre of
sight in the brain. I believe that if
we can make an artificial eyc which
will be composed mostly of chemlcal
substances which have the same effect
on the optic nerves. with the aid of the
X rays. that sight in such cases will be
restored.’. . .
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A man wrote to Forest and Stream a
while ago saying that cighty per cent.
of the ducks he had kilied wers drgkes

! Many of the riders in the ity

on to or off them without
The general form of the rail
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outer edges raised ooy @
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be suited to the gauges o

vehicles. I find that in Yew To&

vicinity—swhere there is, perbs
greatest variety of road vehicks
gauges of wagons and carriags

from four feet ten inches to st

A rail ten inches wide would
fore, be necessary to accomnu
of these gauges comfortably.”

“These steel highways will ®
all of our large cities. They ¥

crowded with vehicles such ssa
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AL oreT amd someone w

say: “This is Joshu "This {8 Paul.”
“This I8 Moses.” *“This is John Knox.”
“This 18 John Milton," “Fhis Is Martin
Lather.” “This iIs George Whitefield:”
Oh, shall we bave any strength left
after such a round of celestinl Intro-
duction? Yea, we shall be potentstes)
ourselves. Then we shall sit down at
the King's table with the. sons and

and he ie able.to bow his head. ' After
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