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Taxr: “And they all with one consent
began to make excuse.”—Luke xiv,, 18,

After the invitations toa levea are ssntout
i man

e ———— regrets qome in. - Oas

for nopattendancs on ona ground, agother
-on another ground. The most of the regrats
are founfed on prior enzagemsnts. 8o in
my text & great banquet was spreed, the in-
vitations were cirouiated, and now the re-
grets come in, The one gives an agricultu-
ral reason, the other a stock dealer’s reason,
the other a domestic reason—all poor rea~
sons. The agricultural reason being that
the man had bought a farm and wanted to
seoit, Conld he not see it the next day?
The stock dealer’s reason being that he had
bought five yoke of oxen, and fie wanted to
go and prove them, He had no business to
- buy them uantil he knew what they were,
Besides that a man who can own five yoke
©of oxen can command his own time. . Be-
sides that he might have yoked two of them
together and driven them on the way to
the benquet, for locomotion was not
as rapid then as now, Ths man who
ave the domestic reason said he
ad got ma¢ried, He ougzht to have
taken his wife with bim, The fact was they
did Jot want to ga, **And they all with ona
conzent began to make excuse,” 8o now®
God spreads agreat banquet; it is the gospel
feast, and the table reacaes across the heme
ispheres, and the invitations go out and mul.
titudes come and sit down and drink out of
- the chalices of God’s love, while other mul-
titades decline coming—the ona giving this
- apology and the otber giving that apology.
‘“*And they all with one consent began to
fuake excuse.” I propose this morning, so
far as God may belp me, to examine the
:go. es which men make for not entering
6 Christian life,
Apology the first; Tam not sure thers is
anything valuable in ths Christian re.
llg{c:. it

that seem to be real are sham., A gilded
outside may have a hollow inside. There is
::)li much quackery in physics, in ethics, in

~credillty, and after awhile they allow that
ll?c;x;aduh;y %o collide with our holy re-
gion,
But, my friends, ¥ think religion has made
& pretty good record in the world. How
many wounds it has salved: how many pil-
lars ‘ot fire it has lirted in the midnight
Wwildernesss how many simoon struck Sa-

What rosy light 1t hath sent streaming
L tharift of the storm cloud wrack;
. Trhat pools of cool water it hath gatherad
- for thirsty Hagar and Ishmael; what manna
whiter than coriander seed it hath dropped
au.aronnd the camp of hardly bestead pil-
g;xms; what promises it hath sentout like
ly watchera to keep the lamps burning
around death bedst Througzh the darkness
t lowers into the sepulchre, what flashes

! resurrection morp,

Bemgiesthat. this religion has made so
many heroes. It brought Summerfield, the
Metbodist, across the Atlantic Ocean with
his silver trumpet %5 blow the aceaptahle
year of the Lord, until 1t seems! as if all
our American cities would take the king-
dom of heaver by wviolence. It sent Je-
budi Ashmap into Africa alone, in a conti-
nent of naked barbariang, to litt ths stag-

d of civilization and Christianity. It
mada John Milton amon, posts, Raphael
among painters, Christopher Wren among
architects, Thorwaldsen ‘among scalptors
Handel among musicians, Dupont among
military commanders; and to give new
Wwings to the imagination, and better bal-
ance to the judgment, and more detarmina-
tion to the will, and greater usefuiness
to the life, and grander nobility to the soul,
thereiznothing in all the earth like our
Christian religion,

: Nothing in religion] Why, them, all
those Christians were deceivad When in their

dying moment they thought they saw the
castles of the blessad; and your child, that
with unutterable agony you put away into
the TAvé—you will never ses him a n,
Bor heéar hissweet voice, nor feel the t ob
of hig young heart? There is nothing in re-
ligion{ Sickness will come upon you. Roll
and turn on your pillow, No ralief. The
medicine may be bitter, the night may be
dark, the paia may be sharp,” No relief,
Christ never comes to the sick room. Lat
the paix stab, Let the fever burn. Curse
it and die, There is nothing in _religion!
Afterawhue.death will come, You will
- hesr the Wing of the pale horss on the
threshold, The spirit will be breaking away
fromthe body, and it will take fii Rt—
whither, whither? Thero is no Lod, no
- iog angelsto duet, no Christ, no
heaver, 1o home, Nuthing in religion}
s, YOU are npot willing to adopt
fuch g dismal theory, And  yet
the world is full of skeptics, And let ‘me
By there is no class of ple for
whom I have a warmer sympatny than for
tkeptics, We do not know how to treat
them, We deride them, we caricature
them, We, instead of taking them by the
50ft hand of Christian love, clatch them
with the iron pincera of ecclesiasticism, Ob,
it you kngw.ho_w those men had tallen away
istianity and become skeptics you

would not be so rough on them, Some
were brought up in homes whers religion
Das overdone, The most wretched day in
" the wesk was Sunday, Religion was driven
Into them with ¢ triphammer, They had a
surfelt of prayer meotings, They were
stuffed and choked with catechisms.” They
were told by their %arenm that they were
the worst ¢ ildren that ever lived because
liked toride down hill better than to

read “P ’s Progress.” They never
‘heard parents talg of religion tut with

Others went lnto“a‘fk'.apﬁ m through -

. Weatment on the part of some who 4ro-
~ f‘uud on. Thers is a man who says,

. ‘My partner in business was voluble in
PERyer meeting, and he was officious in all
Wc&de&, but he cheated me out of
hand I don’t want any of that re-

the gcorners of their mo drawn 1;;1

ligion.» oth
There are others wh t into, skeptici:
by & natural persistence in askios oo

=why or how, How ca God be one being
in three ‘Eemm.’ They l;cmmnt u;dentand
& Neither can I. How can God be a com-
. . gt:hmreign and yet man a freo agent?

They says “Hero 4 great mystery, Here
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they did lay hold of the
pel coariot, how they made it speed

1f therefore I stand this morning before
men sud women who have drifted away
into skepticism I throw out no scoff.
ratl a-by the niemery -of 5080
good old times when you knelt at your
mother’s knee and sa(d your evening prayer,
and thoss other days of sickness when she
watched all night and gava yon the medie
cines at just the right -time aud turnel the
pillow when it was hot, and with hand long
ago turned to dust soothed your, pains, and
with that voice you will never
upless you join herin the bette
told yru never mind—youn would
and by that dying couc b, where
s0 slowiy, catchingz her braath
betwaeen the words—by all thoss memories I
ask you to coms and take
ion. It was good enough f

hear again
r oountry
ba better

the same ralig.
or her—it isgood

1o 1
Daely the(};;m:&d: ant, or trip

approaches you this morning with torn brow | toickened the tonzue of the orato r. or weak:
and lacerated hands and whipped back cry- :
ing: *‘Come unto Me ali
and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Other persons apologzize for not entering
the Christian life because of tha incorrigi-
of their temper. Now, we admit it is

ple to become Christians
ut the grace of God newer
came to 8 mountain that it could not climb,
or to an abyss that it could not fathom, or
to a bondage that it could nof
wildest horse that ever trod
bas been broken to bit and trace, The mad.

mbling from mountain
bee arnessed

wheel and the factery band, sstti
sand shuttles all a-buzz and a-!
the wildest, the haughtiast, the
governable man ever crzated by the grace
of God may be subdued and sent out on
ministry of kindaes, as God sends an
August thunderstorm to water ths wild
flowers down in the grass.

reformatory effort, will
It tahgs a mi

Aye, I make a better
and the death throes of

ye who are wear,

0 sands

the mill.
ag a. thous
atter, and

most un-

not effect the chaage,
arm anod a mightier hand to ben
habits than the haad that bsnt the bow of
Ulysaes, and it takes a stronger lasso than
ever held the buffalo on the prairie.
cannot go forth with any human weapons
and contend successfully against A
Titans armed with uptorn mountains. But | dier, or Grinnell any less of a merchant, or
you have known men into waose spirit the
o gospel of Christ came until
their disposition was entirely changed. 8o
it was with two merchants in New York.
They were very antagonistic. They had
y could to injure sach other.
bey were 1n the same line of business, One
of the merchants was converted to God.
Having been converted, he asked the Lord
to teach him how to bear himsel? toward
that business antagonist, and he was im-
pressed with the fact that it was his duty
when a customer asked for a certain kind of
g0ods which he had not, but which he knew
his opponent had, to recommend him to go
Isuppoie thatis about the
hardest thing the man could do,
thoroughly convertad to Goi be r
do that very thing. and being asked for a
certain kind of goods which he had not he
said, *“Yoa go to such and sush a stors and
After awhile merchant
No. 2 found these -ustomers
seat, and he found also that merchant

had bean brought to God, sud he sougit the

but bsing
asolvel to

and good neighbors, the grace of God en~
aanging their disposition.

' says some ome, “[have a rough,
Jagged, impetuous nature, and religion can't
do anything for me.”

Do you know that
Martin Luther and

Robert Newton and
Richard Baxter wers impatuous, all con
et the graca of God turnel
mightiest usefuiness? Oh,
who havs beea puznacions and
irascible and more both-
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est thou av'ye wball hear it,” Wy, my
brother, the incoasist:ney of Christians so
far from being an argument to keep you
away from God oughs to be an argument to
“Tnebeat place for a ekille
ful doctor is a neighoortood where they &re
all poor doctoraz tne best place for an enter-
prizing merchant to op:n his stors is ina
place where the bargain makers do not un-
derstand their business, and the best place
lor you-wko want to become the fllustrions
and complete Uhristians—ths best place for
you s to come rigit down among us who
are 80 incompetent and 80 incongistent some-
times.

Otber persons ap>logize for not becoming
Caristians bocauzf taey lack time,
religion muddled the brain of the
pen of the author, oz

ag though
account

ened the arm of the mecharic, or scattered
the hrjefs of the lawyer, or interrupted the
salesof the merchant. They bolt their store
doors agalust it and fight it back with
Jrowels and with yard
“Awav with your reli
our office, our factory

They do not understand that religion in
this workaday world will belp you to do
anything you ought to do.

sticks and cry,
zion. from our store,
th

It canlaya

Tae keel, it can sail a ship, it can buy a cargo, it

evil

priate to the
the chemist a:lh‘
as his plumbline, to the ca
plane, to the child as his ma;
grandfather as his staff.
Notime to be religious here! You have
no tima not to be religious.
wrell have no clorks in your store, no books
in your library, no compass
rifle in the battle, no hat” for your

htier | head, no coat for your back, no shoes tor
cf Better travel on towa
ro headed and bare footad, an
and bhomeless,
A man thBo_x:lgh life without re

no

can work a pulley, it canpavea street, it
can fit a wristbaad, it can write a constitue
tion, it can marshal a hoat, It isas aporo~
ronoqier as his telescope, to
is laboratory, to the mason
ter as hiy
rbles, to the

You might as

on your ship,

rd eternity
d houseless
friendless, than go

ligion make Raleigh any less of a

thess | statesman, or Havelock any less of a gole

friends

nany unworthy

gainst § Ldmr;w th
o

othingm .

] zi.obhing _I.gam‘t.gﬂ.

lawyers are nothing a

They | ows of eternity ga
stand | way,
wiy{x th

medie | had

West any less of a painter?
beat security in every bar
sweetest nots in every soag,
est gem in overy coronst.
ligious! Wh;
to be siel

on, the most of
the
through the last span.

picture. Ihave not m
the 8panish
is g
is bad is between

proverb which says,
00d, and the earth is ek

to take a cheer!:
confess that life
that man who

is runging o risk infinite,
haps realize the fact that tl

ity which |

and then give their

does not seem fair wh
full play of health

selves and serve the w.
God at last the presen:
not seem rizht toat w.
coast to coast, carryin:

&6t over thesa procrasti
0 is ¢ Poople think,

f:v?.ln in sin and worldlinss;s,. but a:ikér awm
lbad
delusi
coastination, It
y some other time
heir neighbors, o heaven with onl
Joyment an

Coxe &t the very start,”

0 great courser of eter,
Just struck the maon,
and gone into iflimitabi,
tine, 20 ingi,

of religion are nnthin, ar glors
: _ellgnnny‘ nothing agalnst oar glorious
Bometimes you have been
& summer night by a swam;
lights which '3::"
ars
l]-o’-hhs-‘wi:p. T&

alony
g g o

yed v
Javko-ian.
s are

i ", Ob, Icad seohow men reason th 1
< i ¥ 5
. “ﬁ:ﬁe{m Wﬁhurmngrmnn:

Ared 10

p My on
I Way to hea:
“h‘iw:. 'Nnrm will want & hotter

the vass eternity|
‘This o
and
s ush—not
tng ragged wit
robett‘:)! rl;h:
craci - i
off the

. ke presea
eousaes.

hrom nin yor oy
ineuts,

Raligion is the
gain, it is the
itis the bright.
No time to bs re-
y, you will have to taks time

k, to he troublel, to die, Our
world is only the wharf from which wa are
to embark for heaven.
the friendship of Christ. No time to buy a
lamp and trim it for th
darkness which otherw
onl:
No

&

No time to secure

at wallz through the
isa will be illumined
7 by the whiteness of the tombstones.
cate tho eye for heavenly
e hand for charal harps, or
@ ear for everlasting songs, or the sou! for
honor, glory and j
think we had i

the Christian
yet. That ic very like th.
send their regrets and say:
pﬁ.rham al: 1lor 12 oOclock.
coming so | there at the.openi
I§o< 1 w'ill'be thers at t|
yet!

this lif,
nothing in the grace of G-
ward a doleful view of human life,
not much sympath
tion of the V]
regents human lifeas bei
hundred

One would

ng anologizs for not entering
it is time enough
086 persons who
“f will come in

I will notbe
ing of the banquet. but T
Notyet! Not

giva any dolefu! view of
ing in my nature,
od, that tends to-

1 have

athy with Adison's descrip.
n of Mirza” whers he rep-

down through
m falling dewn
It isa very dismal
uch sympathy with
“The sky
good—chat which
the earth and the sky.”
Christian people are bound
ew of lite we must also
is a great uncertainty, aad
" become a
me enouzh yat,
You dozl,mt e
his descanain;
gets stesper and steaper, an
gatberiog up a rush and veloc.
fter awhile may not answer to

ds, be not amon
o life to the worl,
corpsa to God, It
ile our pulses are in
that we servs our-
orld and thea make

e run our ship from
g cargoes for oursalves,

Ore generous,
Tepented fifty
you will never

thouzh

That iz a
9 EVer  gets fully over pro.
ul 10 God,
you will enter
apacity for en.
Ou might hava

you will never
hica you might
33

BE " wvBr pro.
nor ip. eter.
march from
retraat. The ghad.
00 our pathe
time compared
was thinking of

Seemed to me as if
g alo

s oot
@ space, 8o ghort is
m_th, compared with

owh' the gl
3 ready toh:?e:

OUR TIMBEE RESOURORS. 7

‘How Long Wil the Supply Mest ¢
Detnand of this Couatry?

Statistics gathered from . trustworthy
sources by the Puget Sound Lumbsrman
tell us that the United Btates has abbut
«1,200,000,000, 000-fout,- bonrd-maasyre,.of, |
atanding lumber, with a pi
consumption of about 10,000,000 feet
board measurement.
tho Engineering News, an apparent sup-
ply for 120 years; but the rapidly in-
- creasing demand for timber may
reduce this period to a century, and pos-
sibly exhaust it in seventy-five years,
is true that Alaska is credited, on very
little information, with 64,000,000,000
feet, board measurcment, of standing

The "Judgm‘;“

This means, says

1.000,000,000,090 feet more; but these
are certainly not to be assumed as home
The Lumberman gives tho
following figures for the aguregate of
standing timber in the United States:

Stumpago val. foet stauding

Mr, Grant 1, Burn;

results. For years [

48 750 000 65,000,U1K,000
22,500 000 30,00,000,000

In the above list the three States of
Wisconsin, Michigan and Minnesota are
elsewhere said to have cut, in 1892,
nearly 9,000,000,000 feet, board measure,
or over 14 per cent. of the aggregate
amouut of standing timber of these States,
as given in the above list. T
Michigan alone is credited with an out-
put, for 1892, of nearly 3,800,000,000
feet, board measure, or over 15 per cent.
of her standing timber.

While these figures of annual produc-
tion may be taken as indicating enter-.
prise on the part of timber cutters, the
question naturally arises as to what  the
people of a century to come are going to
Cheaper and more rapid
means of transportation may enable them
to go further for their supply; but it
would seem wiser for the present genera-
tion of Americans to pay more serious
attention to the subject of forest plant-
ing and preservation; and in this way
gsin somewhat from the experience and
practice of older nations,
long ago forced
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modern methods for
til we are compelled by similar causes to
adopt a similar course, with all its at-
tendant disadvantages and a short and
Forests may be made to
disappear into the maw of saw-mills at
the rate of thousands of acres per year;
but it takes many years to replace this
loss; and one serious forest fire of a few
weecks may cancel nature's efforts of a
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tion is one of time, ag much as it is one
of money; and the subject cannot be
taken up too seriously by the people and
Goveraoment of the United States. Some

i i . unifor Asgortad. put up !n boxes.
halting action has alread: engths, uniform o assortad. p

Ak
authorized to set aside certain parts of THOMSON MFG. C0.
the public domain as forest pri
But more active work still is nee ed, in
the gathering and dissemination of uge-
ful and much needed statistics on this
head of present supply and present con-
sumption and waste.
have a Forestry Bureau as an adjunct to
our Department of Agriculture; but
judging from the difficulty it has in se-
curing from Congress the paltry sum .of
$10.000 for the continuation of exceed-
ingly interesting and comme
uable timber tests, our law
fail to appreciate the true
value of such a department.
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general usefulness mij
increased, and it was

in view that the department w.
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