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By REV, J: G. WOOD, M. A., F. L. 8.
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very lonely here,” Le said, after the
fivet greetings were over.

«But I shail not be Lieve;
to live with the Purdys.”

“are you quite sure they want
1| yond”

“Thoy ny s0.”

“Doubtioms tlny foel in thab way
ow, bt their hearts are warmed by
the sight of yaue aflliction,
far hetter come home to me.”

He lield ont bis aems, with a g
that helied {he caltnaess of his words,
bt © wonlit not #ee it

“Ylow can The sure thit you want
me?”’,

“Do T not ray it?”

“Yes, and so didl the Purdys.
moy be, that your is waemel hy
Toneliness.”

“What is the nse of forci
love you and you love i

“How do you kuew that?”

“Because you lnve heen so enrelul
ot to show even wdvcens Yegund for
me, T8 you hnd not doved me, you
woulit have heen more cordinl,”

«Q wisor thun Solomon!” I suid; but
T snw his arms put out to e ol tat
moment, and I forgot what o'eluek it
wan wntil Kate's opuring the hatl door
made me draw awiy from “y ducior.,"

Kdte made lively talik for fa
wminntes, but had Tittle resporse ftom
her andience,

My denr turtlo-doves,” she snic at
lnst, laying one land on mine and look-
ing hord at my friend’ *T sce how it
js with you, You bave reached the
poiat where o s conpany aud thrce
is o crowd.””

#“No, we have p:wacd it,” said the
doctor.

« And Dather i going to marzy ymﬂ

“You have said it.”

“'Phon I wish you joy with sl my
Lenrt, Ty the way did—did you brivg
the engagemont ring with you?"

“Qf course not.”

“You need not look no irate.  Some
men are 50 certuln of their happiness
that they buy the ring boforchand.
Why dow’t you use this one that came
to Esther out of the gate post?” seid
Eate, drawing from her fiuger the snp-
phive xing, whiclt she often wore,"

“It would be a bad omen,” I eaid,
shrioking away from it; “and suppose
some one should claim it after ali?”

+T did not think of that, but you
could have nnother made like it. Noth-
jog could be prettier for an engagemeut
ring.”

¢¢1f Dr, Gilmore likes it, T ar sure I
héve 1o objections,,’ T suid at last, but
there was a tinge of romance in giving
the ring o happy ending after being

spurned so by its fivst owner.

Dr, Gilmore did like it, and put it
on my fiuger before Kate went off, with
nome good advice about pot sitting np
Iate, which met the fate of mosl good
advice, 1 crept into her bed in the
siwee sma’ honrs ayont the twnl and
she awoke inatantly.

“Thin in a good oxample to set he-
fora a young ond innocent maiden,”
sho remarked.

#0h, Kate,” T said in the usual
gushing foshion, “I am 8o bappy, X
can’t believe it.”

i

3

r-
d

lnﬁqﬁm“ §t 00 pemion i rmt 500 Ehigravings, 1500 Super Royal Oetavo Pagos in
work ‘Withoot porcharing Hf 1 .
: e R _‘:“nu :;:{mh“ré D iy o] Rio Vonmesinongy * ‘1‘01., well, T ean, Nohody comes to
M) eheaper ] et d4n] 1 \ k. Al i licarior i \ .
—,.m"m e e Beitonsst of % | etk dn ::;'::i:)?; wr"{mnm"r,f“pi applicerion | ed ot thiis time o’ nighti unless éome:
“ m-% ek 1y rospaEacany | drows she publishors " BURR & UYLE, thing swiul has happened.”
A Siock, wost of Howell's otel. _________L(‘;'TLW“._..— 3 wonder he did not fall in love with
DEAF DICK you, Kate.”

“8o do I, but some men hayo Do
taste, you know. They are to b
piiied, nok to he blamed, Besides, a8

in yonr pricse.”

I going | &

woere “laid” for the night, we wailked
taward Dovee ites,

leaned upon ib, to rest a moment be:
You had tnmnn;.f lmmu‘nml

csture | e night wiien I
wonder if those lovers ever mada np

their quareel and warvivd altoe Al

ried," s Kate's linsba i, gravely.,

Swho hivaed n me L\\

I have said before, he is too aged for
me. He'll bo a ‘centurion’ when yow're | that oftenest blanches the cheek end

which was to cast iuto the shade ail
ilmore babics, past, present, and to
came,
One foggy t\nhght when our “tyrants

i

The lang gate epen-
ng on thie avonne was shut, nod we afi

L
T, "t s fust Jike

By the waz,” snid

this ring. §

“ L em quite sues Dy never mav-
< What do yon menn?" 1 guaped.
el e wll whont i aid Kute to

Dr. G “We e happy ue

¢, vitha Joug

& fuee, aud walked

away with hor lmlmnﬂ

S What i it?” Tanid with great effort,
wo vy wim my thraat.
1L was Kate Purdy and T who quar-
relled 0 (he gate wnd lost he ying.

"Llint i 81l

CAL T repented.
. “Litkle wite, huve %0 sot been happy
together?”
“T havo supposed 5o,
«And T have knowi it
“But the lovg deceit—"
“Ou my word, thova hns boen none.

After you introduced me to Kate,

never apoke 1 wosd to lier that you m.l

not bear, nor louked a look that you
did not sea; She fakcinated we onee,
but T never really luved hor.”
I believe men often make this sort of
yemark to their wives touching their
youthiul follies, but it comforted many
anothér wife, I bad aiways wors the
sapphire ring, the sign of our betrothal,
and as we talked 1 had been slipping it |
up and down arownd my fiuger.

Ae we burned to leave the gate, I saw

a deep ¢rack in the gmmd wiers frost

liad looséned the post; in an instant L

had dropped the ring into the erack

and went on, with one brujse less on
wy spitit.
On the wey hame wo laiked of the
universsl proference for moonlight
over fog, sud found Kate waiting alone
on the door-step.  ““I will ‘not daskon
your doors again,” n).le id “:111 yon

sy that you forgive me.”
“Yes,” said the doctor, *“she v:l! let
by-goves be by-gones,” and Kate took
that for her answer,
&'Yon will find your ving wherq you
1eft1 it,” I whispered to Kate aaX left’
her ffor the night.
fien T was token out Lnir-pins ua-

Jder'the gaslight, I saw the dactor took

curiousaly at sy forefinger.

Yes,” I said, “it io gono; T found

owuer, you know.”
made me no reply, but Le drew

from under the dressing-table the little
leafber covered box that Leld all Lis
pritate papers the only thing in the
house of which I.did not possess the
key. He took ont & little'case and un-
cbverad » peafl ring; en exquisite

solif

wll

the)

tajve.
“1 honght this ring for you,” he said,
«“gp, the’ day after you accepted me,
feeling sure that you would some day
\hmw away. the other.”
! ¥ put onthering, and christened it

with Kisaes and tears. Foould not long
he mgry with #my dostor;” I loved

i too well.
Al ‘to Kate, T oan forgive, bt T eon

dug and elidt frecly about ol the litile
details of othics pevple's hovsckeeping.
No, I thauk you; when I ean nd noth-

 and count my fingers.
u gonal plan, when living nmong peoplo
who talk muel, o wake it & rule to
mske neighborhiood calls ouly in the
cvening, then uswnily tho presonco of
to provent this
it i betber, T onoe Lived among.such
& scb 0! gessips that T found it Hopessi-

following the plan I have mentioned,

i | neighbors wese doing. 8o determined

Siswas iu-lldﬂ
m

ht

ng better to ocoupy me, I sit still
1 Liave found'it
v

i

1 will be o nufficient vestsaint
% of éonversation, If
cven

enl

{hey ik Dusincas, vo matter;

e 1 keep my e from gott
oninliy mixed np with them, cven by

and biking ununeual prine wot to criti-
cise ov to spenk freely of wlnt my

wore they to Crag me into some of their
misunderstandings, that I found myself
quoted many times as the entlios of re-
marks of whicld X was entirely innveent.
& us ageravating, certeinly, yet I
annaged, slthough with greatdifficulty, | 1
to nenittain my reputation ng one who
i’ wart to meddle with other peo-
Ple's allwirs in any munner.  Siuce then
I have believod tiat people canmind
fheir own husiness if thoy really wish
to.

"The worst feature of lel epidemic,
as T beiicve it nay be justly ealled, this
gossiping manis, 16 that it gets one in-
to the habit of imputing to people’s ac-
tions the worst motives. It makes one
lose faith in othexs’ hom‘ﬂty of inton-
tions. 'Thereis an old snying, whioh
Juns, I believe, somothing Liko this,
e dog that fotches a bone will earry
one » How ig it possiblé ta belp think-
ing s some friend retnils to yon some
new titbit of scandal, “She would just
ag eoon say.that of ‘me, nnd witloud
perhaps o shadow of foundation.”

1 like, if people make kind and
friendly remearks to me, to be dble to
believe them, Tf they trent pie polite-
Ty and cordially, to think their manner
an index to their feelings: INvedat
one time in intimnte asenciation with-a
fairily, the women of which (how-can T
enll thora lndies) wowld say o enllers,
40, how glad Lam to see you; why
you haven't becr here for an age,” and,
the moment the street door closed up-
on the departing visitors, they wowld
say to each other, “I dun't sec what
they wanted to come here foz, Jo you?
T hope Hley won't come agnin.”

T hegin to believe that society was a
favce, and that politencas was simply
to be assuraed to’ cover one's real fecl-
ings. But it so happoned, very fortu-
nately for me, that, ab about that time,
I went, ab the urgent invitntion of n
friend, to_'bear her niinister's Suaday
evening sexmon,  Ho is an enrnest and
practicsl preacher.  Of that eeymon I
owi I remember_little; but one short
gentence sonnds in my ears to this dny.
1 keep it 88 & sort of stand by, and
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Werp they néaf Barnmin's cloth-
A, “Well, see herg now,
ain't gble to read nor write,
't tell Baroimd from. A, T
, dr any of thom big folks, by
up of their nomes,”

When did you tell this to Mr.
" *Mr. Howe? Mr. Howe,
vag it X went to see youp" (Grent
er in tho conrt, anil’ ovnnesl
)
Did you know Nixon?"~4, “No
jot know him from Fep, Dick, or
Vil (Continned mertimeént.) The
boss, men will get into muescs,
Wlaxly colored folks, Youw know,
folke bees diwn on the colored
T mmean folks 08 have 1o bddi-
nml don'é their grammar nor
T enn write my name
—no, [T ean't oitler, come to think of
it.” (Loughter) °

Q. Do you know officer Von Bup-
kivk'—A, “Who? What? Does he
know| me? I guess not. No; Sah.”.
(Langlter, during which the Clourt
orderhd the wituess to retire,)—{Edi-
tor's Deawer, in Harper's Magozine for
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Just Buough.

Tojhave just enough; and to know
thot {¢ is’enough, and to be thankful
for iti—this is the sboret which. tho gos-
pel lptig ago prociaimed to mpukind,

but which the wisdom of this world re-
jeots{with scorn.. And to suppose that
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ohaems or vivid enjoyments of its
is a profound ‘mistake. It is full
7, thongh of the “simplest and,
est kipd.
it some- of us old mlmned people
after twenty or -thirty years of
work, have s little’ more to "Hve
than when we iyt starbod (thoughy
4, wo have vary. muchnipe to do
it,) look back to the day Tong 00,
h, in‘a tiny house, and with simple
iture, and the whale world'in front
, cach other's love sweetened every
of lite. . Ave we eo_much. happier | ,
when every dollar does not winb

usly o consider if we conld affrd

end? How rick; too, we thonght
elves then, it we had oncé in three
the a ten . dolior- note to.spara and
spend! How we talked over this woy
aud| that of doing the best with it; ‘sud|
at Yisb picked.up’ ‘bonisthing to ‘moke
the|litls sitting room lock brighter, or
P webnd hand books
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ooking out of the parler-window.

then, a robin flew down Yo the.gyaVi
‘and. commenced uuthhmk m‘hg
for worms,
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ato in the fall,” éxid Helen; Xt

thegliad a1l goné to their winter Ji
Willie, put on-your cloak: and ops

we'll go out. and wateh whese

goca? b

They. went into the yud iuatin
40 geé the bird Ay up:to: & Liske oanl
the chdrry tree. A steprliidder’ ube
wnider the tree. They climbed apspd | * -
fonnd a woundal zobin on thoneghi |

broken ite wing; 5o it.conld no¥ Ay,
its mate was'hopping’ th_x&, Srom it
o twig, uttering the same
08 when_ its younc are . sanoyed
itvmmer. ; s
The children bmught the vg
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Every day they gave him food ﬂ
ter, and the birds grew. very tam
toud. of their little lmnqll. s
Mg, Howard said the . rebbin
tanght them i good lrgeon oo
aial, that little girls and oyme
do well o heed. :
Heolen falt uhumcd o! Berpe

requested to doa'Tuvorfor o
wheneven she was.praised for
Hle act of kindogen, | alie - willd
and modestly foply, Ttis amly,
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when T find myself L ing nnbeliev-
ing soid eynical, T repest to myuélt as
he said to me then, *“Mankind are bet-

tor than they séen.” T¢.%aa 8o much
an answer to my ﬂelingﬂ at the time,
that it edamed 6 z mrpose fof me;
and T think i he uld have known the

effect of his worda, Ian ab laut nne of
his hearers, he woul have félt that bis
evening’s work had mwt been Jm vain,
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